ARLE VALLEY
BENEFICE
St John's Church, New Alresford ♦ St Mary's Church, Old Alresford
St Peter's Church, Ovington ♦ All Saints Church, Bighton

July 25th 2021
Eighth Sunday after Trinity
Festival of St James the Apostle
Services this Sunday:
09.30: St John's:
10.00: St Peter's:
11.00: St Mary's:
11.00: All Saints:

Service of the Word
No service
Morning Praise
Morning Prayer
& Baptism

Lord, your word says that when we lack wisdom we should ask,
and in asking believe, and in believing receive.
We need and we lack, so we ask, and we trust…
Give us wisdom we pray, in and through Christ our Lord. Amen

Benefice website: www.arlevalleychurches.org.uk

This week’s notices...
Exciting announcement:
Thank you to everyone who prayed for and
contributed to the recent interviews for a new
Rector.
We are pleased to be able to tell you that Revd
Heather Brearey, currently Assistant Curate for
The Avon River Team of Churches, has been
offered and has accepted the post of Priest in
Charge (Rector Designate) in this benefice.

Services this Sunday:
This Sunday’s 9.30am service at St John’s is a Service of the Word
with Sue Armstrong officiating. The service will be streamed live as
usual, and the link to a recording of the service will be emailed out and
will also be on the Benefice website.
The service at St Mary’s is Morning Praise taken by Sue Armstrong. At
All Saints there is Morning Prayer and Baptism with Canon Graham
Trasler and Ian Waring Green officiating. There is no service at St
Peter’s.
To attend a service, you will need to book a place:
All Saints, Bighton please telephone Bob Ellis on 01962 773427.
St Mary's, Old Alresford - booking not required.
St John's, New Alresford please email Penny at
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com or telephone the parish office - 733545
by 11am on the Friday before please.

Friday 10am Communion Service at St John’s:
The next services are on Friday 23rd July and Friday
6th August, the celebrant being Canon Graham
Trasler. Congregation are welcome.
The service will also be streamed live via the St John’s
Facebook page. A recording of the services will be
emailed out later for viewing on YouTube, and the link
will also be on the Benefice website.
A copy of the service sheet and sermon will be available on the website.

Prayer requests: If you would like the Prayer team to
pray for you, your family, friends or any other situation,
please contact Rosie Waring Green - rosie@22rwg.co.uk
or 01962 733237. We of course always respect the
confidentiality of your requests.
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This week’s notices...
Churches Together in Alresford – TOGETHER AGAIN AT LAST!
All being well…to celebrate the relaxation of the
past year’s restrictions and to start renewing and
growing the strong relationship between the
Anglican, Methodist and Catholic communities of
Alresford and the surrounding villages, make a
note in your diary to come to the…
Churches Together in Alresford picnic in the
churchyard of St. John’s on Sunday 25th July
from 12 noon.
Food, fellowship, a very short annual meeting and
an opportunity after all these months to sing
favourite hymns celebrating God’s world and
environment in anticipation of November’s COP 26
conference.
Please be self-sufficient and bring your own picnic
lunch, seating and good voice! (If you are unable to
bring your own seating chairs will be available).
Peter Petheram: The interment of Peter’s ashes will take place on 24th
July with Sue Armstrong officiating. It will be family only.
Flowers in St John’s: The chancel flowers in St John’s have been
sponsored by Liz Petheram in memory of Peter with
much love.
If you would like to sponsor a pedestal please contact
Diana Robbins on 01420 565668 or
email: dianarobbins@me.com.
Church and Office closures: St John’s Church and the John Pearson
Hall will be closed for electrical work from Monday July 26th to Friday
July 30th. Penny is contacting groups currently using the hall about the
closure.
For Magazine Distributors: The August magazines will be ready for
collection on Friday 30th July but from the JPH (10am - 12pm) as the
church will be closed that week. After Friday, the magazines will be
available for collection in the church.
Giving at St John’s: If you would like to make a contribution to church
funds with a debit or credit card, this can usually be done at the back of
the church after the main services, or by phoning David Griffiths on
01962 734408.
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This week’s notices...
Release from COVID restrictions - St John’s Advisory Guidelines
St John’s PCC has been discussing how we should move forward from
the restrictions we’ve had in place, now that the Government’s
‘unlocking’ has taken effect.
• Do please still wear your mask in church if you can. There is a
general feeling that in our worship services, though not compulsory,
many people would feel safer if masks are still worn, especially as we
are now able to sing, wearing masks if possible, given that singing is
one of the activities which brings joy but adds risk of transmission.
• We ask that you continue to leave alternate seat rows vacant, and
try to space sensibly and sensitively when choosing a seat upon
arrival at services.
• We still need to record names of attendees for Track and Trace
purposes until mid August, so do please contact the office as usual,
though of course if you forget, do come along, ‘checking-in’ with a
sidesperson upon arrival.
• For those who feel especially concerned at the easing of restrictions,
do please mention this when contacting Penny to add your name to
the attendance list, and we will endeavour to seat you in a particularly
distanced area.
• We will still offer hand sanitizer prior to Communion to be used if you
wish.
• We will continue to clean the chairs for the time being.
More news on coffee time later.
St John's will re-open all day from Sunday 1st August. There will still be
some mornings when our amazing welcome volunteers will be in the
church but the church will no longer be closed at 12 noon.
Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN): 'Relay to COP26' is
walking from the G7 at Cardis Bay up to COP26 in Glasgow. The overall
idea is to connect with as many churches as they can as the walk
passes. Churches Together in England information is available at:
https://www.cte.org.uk/Articles/607394/Home/News/Latest_news/
Relay_to_COP26.aspx
They are coming to Alresford on Sunday 25th July, and are walking
from Winchester Cathedral on Sunday at 9.30 ish and reaching Alresford
at about 4 to 4.30. It would be great if there was a crowd at the top of
West Street to welcome the walkers to Alresford.
The next morning they will leave Alresford at about 9.30, walking out via
Old Alresford. A cheering on crowd to send them off again would be
good with a short moment of prayer before they set off.
Put the dates and times in your diary if you are free.
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Collect and Readings
The readings being used today at St John’s and St Mary’s are those for
the Festival of St James the Apostle. The readings for All Saints will be in
their service sheet as the service includes a baptism and the readings will
be different.
For information, the set readings for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity are:
First Reading: 2 Samuel 11.1-15
Second Reading: Ephesians 3.14-21
Gospel: John 6.1-21
!!

Collect and Readings for St James the Apostle
Collect:
Merciful God,
whose holy apostle Saint James,
leaving his father and all that he had,
was obedient to the calling of your Son Jesus Christ
and followed him even to death:
help us, forsaking the false attractions of the world,
to be ready at all times to answer your call without delay;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen
!

First Reading: Acts 11.27-12.2
To be announced as a Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
At that time prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them
named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a
severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of
Claudius. The disciples determined that according to their ability, each
would send relief to the believers living in Judea; this they did, sending it
to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged
to the church. He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.
At the end the reader will say: This is the Word of the Lord
The response is: Thanks be to God
!
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Gospel: Matthew 20.20-28
When the Gospel is announced we respond with:
Glory to you, O Lord
The mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and
kneeling before him, she asked a favour of him. And he said to her, ‘What
do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will
sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ But
Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to
drink the cup that I am about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.’ He
said to them, ‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and
at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared by my Father.’
When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus
called them to him and said, ‘You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord
it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so
among you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be your slave;
just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life a ransom for many.’
At the end the reader will say: This is the Gospel of the Lord
The response is: Praise to you, O Christ

Copyright Acknowledgement:
Some material in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA
Collect (James) © The Crown/Cambridge University Press: The Book of Common Prayer (1662)

Please direct:
▸ Material for notices: email notices@arlevalleychurches.org.uk
Deadline: 3pm Thursday.
▸ Information about those in hospital to Sue Greenway 732406 or Patricia
Todd 738408 or Keith Sweetland 735255.
▸ Information for Intercessions to the churchwardens.
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For Prayer
Please pray for:
• Those who are in hospital
• Those who are ill at home or recovering from being in hospital
• Those receiving on-going care
• Those in Nursing and Rest Homes
• Home Communicants
• R.I.P. Those who have recently died. We pray too for their families.

Please pray for…
Wisdom in all we do as restrictions on our lives are lifted. Help us all to
act responsibly while Covid infection numbers are rising. Pray for all who
are anxious, all who are isolating , all who are sick, all who are grieving.
Pray for shops and companies unable to function due to lack of staff.
Wisdom for our world leaders as climate change is having dramatic and
disastrous effects in many countries around the world, in particular in the
Americas, Germany and China. As the Glasgow COP26 approaches, pray
that all countries are prepared to take important decisions to save the
planet. Pray for those walking from Cornwall to Glasgow (passing through
Alresford on Sunday afternoon) to raise awareness of the issues.
All involved in the Tokyo Olympics, for all athletes and officials as they
try to contain the spread of the virus and make the Games an
internationally uplifting event.
The CTiA annual meeting on Sunday and for our inter-church songs of
praise. Pray for wisdom in our diocese, for Bishop Tim and his family as
they prepare to move, for Bishops David and Debbie and Archdeacon
Richard, and for Heather as she prepares to join us as our priest in charge.
Pray for all our church wardens, for Rosie, Jane, Roger, Pip, Simon and
Bob as they prepare for Heather’s arrival.
All countries where conflict is leading to people trying to escape, facing an
uncertain future as refugees. Pray especially for child refugees who have
lost parents, family and country and are trying to process massive life
changes in a strange country. Pray for wisdom and compassion in host
countries as they deal with this crisis.
The Mar Elias Educational Institutions, Ibillin, Israel as they begin their
summer holidays, after a tumultuous time with the recent civil unrest
between Palestine and Israel as well as Covid restrictions.
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