ARLE VALLEY
BENEFICE
St John's Church, New Alresford ♦ St Mary's Church, Old Alresford
St Peter's Church, Ovington ♦ All Saints Church, Bighton

May 15th 2022
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Welcome to our worship today. If you are a newcomer, please make yourself
known to the Clergy or one of the Churchwardens after the service.
If you are hard of hearing, there is a hearing loop system in operation at
St John’s, St Peter’s and St Mary’s. If moving is difficult and you wish to have
communion brought to you, please ask the Churchwarden on duty.
You are welcome to take this pew sheet home with you.

Christ has broken through the barrier of sin and death,
enabling us to break into a new way of living.

Rector: Rev'd Heather Brearey
Email: arlevalleyrector@gmail.com Tel: 01962 732105
Benefice website: www.arlevalleychurches.org.uk

Services this week...
Sunday May 15th: Fifth Sunday of Easter
08.30: St John's:
Parish Communion (Rev’d Heather)
11.00: All Saints:
Morning Prayer BCP (Ian Waring Green)
Monday May 16th
09.00: All Saints:

Morning Prayer (Rev’d Heather)

Tuesday May 17th
09.00: St John’s:

Morning Prayer (Rev’d Heather)

Wednesday May 18th
09.00: St Mary’s:
10.00: St John’s:

Morning Prayer (Rev’d Heather)
Holy Communion (Rev’d Heather)

Thursday May 19th
09.00: St Peter’s:

Morning Prayer (Rev’d Heather)

The 8.30am Sunday service at St John’s will be streamed live as
usual, and the link to a recording of the service will be emailed out and
will also be on the Benefice website. This week there will be no coffee
following the service.
The Holy Communion service on Wednesday will be followed by
coffee in the John Pearson Hall.

This week’s notices…
Please note… because of the Watercress Festival, this Sunday’s
communion service at St John’s is at 8.30am and …
Watercress Festival Parking: Anyone wishing to attend the 8.30am
service at St John's on Sunday 15th May – the day of the Watercress
Festival – and needing to use a car may collect a parking permit from
the Parish Office. Access will be from Jacklyns Lane up Station
Approach and into the Station Car Park. Unfortunately cars will need to
be moved after the service.
St John’s Café: a reminder….
Could those providing cakes please bring them to the John Pearson Hall
on Saturday 14th in the morning or between 4-6pm. Thank you.
Flowers in St John’s:
The chancel flowers in St John’s have been sponsored
by Audrey Slater remembering Frank with Love.
If you would like to sponsor a pedestal please
contact Diana Robbins on 01420 565668,
or email: dianarobbins@me.com.
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This week’s notices...
Prayer requests: If you would like the Prayer team to pray
for you, your family, friends or any other situation, please
contact Rosie Waring Green:
rosie@22rwg.co.uk or 01962 733237. We of course always
respect the confidentiality of your requests.
Giving at St John’s: If you would like to make a contribution to church
funds with a debit or credit card, this can usually be done at the back of
the church after the main services, or phone David Griffiths on 734408.
APOLOGY - CHANGE OF DATE from Saturday 21st May…
Ian and Chris are keen to explore the musical resources of St John's.
They would like to invite anyone who is interested in singing or playing
an instrument to come to St John's between 10.00 and 11.30am on
Saturday 11th June. This will be an informal opportunity for all ages to
sing, play and chat.
Please contact Ian on iwg@robinhoodmusic.com or just turn up.
Plant sale: Alresford Methodist Church has recently undergone
substantial roof repairs in order to make the building waterproof once
more. To celebrate the reopening of our facilities, we welcome everyone
to our first event on Saturday 21st May. We will have a plant sale,
accompanied by bacon butties, tea and coffee which will be available
from 9.30am - 11.30am. Do come and join us, bring your friends, enjoy a
sunny? spring morning and get some plants for your garden.
SUMMER FUN IS BACK AFTER 2 YEARS!!!!
DANIEL and the Lions Den – a musical for all ages from
infant school children to teenagers and all in-between.
Come and enjoy taking part in, helping and creating a
musical over 3 days - Front or Back Stage.
The production this year from Summer Fun will run from 9am - 3pm
each day on Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th August
2022 in the John Pearson Hall and St John’s Church.
The performance will be on Friday 26th August at 6.00pm in St
John’s Church.
The cost per child will be £5 per day and £3 per day for other children in
the same family. You will also need a £3 practice CD for the songs.
To sign up or further details please contact Rosie Waring Green
07891120662 or rosie@22rwg.co.uk.
We would appreciate any help from older teenagers and adults for 1, 2
or 3 days.
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This week’s notices...
Works at St John’s:
If events go according to plan, scaffolding will be erected on Monday
and Tuesday next week (16th and 17th May), ready for painting and
gilding the clock face and hands. It should all be finished by 10th June.
Next week also new flooring will be laid in the porch then, towards the
end of May, the porch will be partially redecorated.
If you have any questions please contact Greville.
Alresford Community Cinema:

BELFAST
This isn't a film full of violence; it's an
award-winning coming-of-age story
set in The Troubles, seen through
Buddy’s eyes, an exuberant nine year
old.
Does his family stay in this
neighbourhood where they’ve lived
their whole lives, where everyone
knows everyone, or move away and
start over?

Please direct:
▸ Material for notices: email notices@arlevalleychurches.org.uk
Deadline: 3pm Thursday.
▸ Information about those in hospital to Sue Greenway 732406 or Patricia
Todd 738408 or Keith Sweetland 735255.
▸ Information for Intercessions to the churchwardens.

CAROL BEETHAM
A service to celebrate Carol’s life
will be held at St Mary’s, Old Alresford
on Friday 27 May 2022 at 2pm
This is to be a joyous occasion
so please wear bright colours
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Collect and Readings: Fifth Sunday of Easter
Collect:
Almighty God,
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life:
grant that, as by your grace going before us
you put into our minds good desires,
so by your continual help
we may bring them to good effect;
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord.
Amen
!

First Reading: Genesis 22.1-18
To be announced as a Reading from the Book of Genesis
God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And Abraham said, ‘Here
I am.’ God said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and
go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of
the mountains that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the
morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt-offering, and set out and
went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said
to his young men, ‘Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over
there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.’ Abraham took
the wood of the burnt-offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself
carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
Isaac said to his father Abraham, ‘Father!’ And Abraham said, ‘Here I am,
my son.’ Isaac said, ‘The fire and the wood are here, but where is the
lamb for a burnt-offering?’ Abraham said, ‘God himself will provide the
lamb for a burnt-offering, my son.’ So the two of them walked on together.
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an
altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand
and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him
from heaven, and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’
The angel said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him;
for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son,
your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught
in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt-offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The
LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day, ‘On the mount of the LORD it
shall be provided.’
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The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and
said, ‘By myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done
this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless
you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess
the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the
earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.’
At the end the reader will say: This is the Word of the Lord
The response is: Thanks be to God
!

Second Reading: Acts 11.1-18
To be announced as a Reading from the Acts of the Apostles
The apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem,
the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to
uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to
them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a
trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to
me. As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey,
reptiles, and birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.” But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for nothing profane
or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again
to heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers
also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. He told us how
he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send to Joppa
and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by
which you and your entire household will be saved.” And as I began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said,
“John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If
then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in
the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?’ When they
heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’
At the end the reader will say: This is the Word of the Lord
The response is: Thanks be to God
!

Page 6 of 8

Gospel: John 13.31-35
When the Gospel is announced we respond with:
Glory to you, O Lord
During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of
Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has
been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify
him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look
for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going,
you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one
another.’
At the end the reader will say: This is the Gospel of the Lord
The response is: Praise to you, O Christ
!

Post Communion Prayer
Eternal God,
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life:
grant us to walk in his way,
to rejoice in his truth,
and to share his risen life;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Amen

Copyright Acknowledgement:
Some material included in this service is copyright: © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ, US
Post Communion (5th of Easter) © The Archbishops' Council 200
Collect (5th of Easter, Short) © The Archbishops' Council 2005
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For Prayer
Please pray for:
• Those who are in hospital
• Those who are ill at home or recovering from being in hospital
• Those receiving on-going care
• Those in Nursing and Rest Homes
• Home Communicants
• R.I.P. Those who have recently died. We pray too for their families.

Please pray for…
God’s broken world. Bring before God all the troubles and concerns of
His creation. Pray especially for what is happening in Ukraine, Afghanistan,
Israel/Palestine and Sri Lanka. Ask that right and good government may
abound in the world; that justice will be seen to be done and that selfish
ambition will be stifled. Pray too that we will endeavour to help with climate
change.
All those suffering chronic pain. Pray that with new research and
treatment ideas, all those suffering chronic pain may be helped to live
better lives. Pray also for the NHS and the Ambulance Service which is
under much strain due to the pandemic; may staff be given the patience
needed at this time and may the hospital bed situation improve.
The Cost of Living Crisis. Ask our Heavenly Father to be alongside all
those finding life a real struggle at the moment due to rising costs. Pray
that those in need find help in our community and have to courage to ask
for it.
The sick and the dying. Bring before God all those known to us who are
in need of His love at the moment. May they be given comfort and love by
our actions; may their families also know they are being prayed for.
A continuation of the development work at Shanthigrammam village,
which cares for elderly people damaged by leprosy in Tamil Nadu, South
India. Please keep both staff and residents in your prayers.

Heavenly Father we offer you our hearts,
and thank you for putting the love there
for us to use in your service.
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