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Please email contribuƟons and comments to 
cstryton@gmail.com. The preferred format at the 
moment is MicrosoŌ Publisher or Word other-
wise a pdf.  Please as plain as possible as formats 
do not transfer from one programme to another. 
Please copy in events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
for addiƟonal publicity on our Facebook page and  
inclusion in St John’s online Events Diary. 
The deadline for each month is the 10th of the 
month before.  And if you use some of the busi-
nesses adverƟsing do tell them you saw them in 
this magazine. Please note that we do not  
endorse any advert 

Editorial Contents 

This magazine only keeps going with the quality it 
has because people subscribe each year so please 
do consider that. Contact Caroline Hawkins 
chawkins826@sky.com 
Each  issue costs £1.60 but a year’s subscripƟon is 
an economic opƟon at £15.00.   

Apologies for any mistakes. However we are all 
volunteers and not professional so, sorry, errors 
will happen.  
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Prayers     Page 8  
Church Events and AcƟviƟes  Pages 9 to 12 
Community Events   Pages 13  to 16 
Children’s AcƟviƟes   Pages 18 & 19 
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The month of May has so many major saints that I 
could have made this magazine twice as long but 
with local news and VE day they will have to wait 
for another year—sorry  St Joseph (Jesus foster 
father), St Philip, St James, St MaƩhias, Our Lady 
(three dates for her), St AugusƟne of Canterbury 
and St Joan. Of course those are only the well-
known ones if you look up any date there are doz-
ens.  

But this year we are devoƟng some Ɵme to VE day  
80th anniversary as it is probably the last major 
anniversary that will be many people alive who 
remember it.. They all cried at the end of World 
War Two ‘never again’ especially  when they dis-
covered  the horrors of the death camps. Sadly 
humanity conƟnues it horrific inhumane behav-
iour . With this anniversary let us renew our pray-
ers and efforts for peace. 

On a more posiƟve note we have the Watercress 
FesƟval to look forward to—do sign up to help if 
you can. And there are fetes and concerts and 
plays to enjoy. Happy May 
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April Church Services for the Arle Valley Benefice 
NEW ALRESFORD St John the BapƟst 

Sunday 4 May: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

09.30 Parish Communion 

16.00 Families @ 4  

Sunday 11 May : 4th Sunday of Easter 

09.30 Breakfast Church 

18.00 Sunday @ 6 

Sunday 18 May: 5th Sunday of Easter 

08.30 Parish Communion (earlier Ɵme because of 
the Watercress FesƟval) 

Sunday 25 May: 6th Sunday of Easter 

08.00 Holy Communion BCP 

09.30 CelƟc Service of the Word 

16.30 Evening Prayer 

Every Tuesday  

09.00 Morning Prayer 

Every Wednesday 

10.00 Midweek Holy Communion 

OLD ALRESFORD St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday 4 May: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Village Family Praise 

Sunday 11 May : 4th Sunday of Easter 

09.30 Morning Praise 

Sunday 18 May: 5th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 No service because of the Watercress 
FesƟval 

Sunday 25 May: 6th Sunday of Easter 

09.30 Holy Communion BCP 

Every Wednesday  

09.00 Morning Prayer 

OVINGTON St Peter’s 

Sunday 4 May: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Café Church 

Sunday 11 May : 4th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Parish Communion 

Sunday 18 May: 5th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 No service because of the Watercress FesƟ-
val 

Sunday 25 May: 6th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 No service 

Every Thursday  

09.00 Morning Prayer 

BIGHTON All Saints 

Sunday 4 May: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

11.00 No service 

Sunday 11 May : 4th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 18 May: 5th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 25 May: 6th Sunday of Easter 

11.00 Parish Communion 

Every Monday  

09.00 Morning Prayer 



5 

Calendar 
¨ April 24th  12 noon Alpha course at St John’s starts 

¨ April 27th  12 noon All Saints, Bighton APCM 
¨ April 29th  8.00pm St John’s New Alresford APCM 

¨ April 30th  2.00pm Book group 
¨ May 3rd  9.30 Bacon Butties in the Methodist Church 

¨ May 3rd  10.00am  Plant Sale and Seed Swap in Alresford Community Centre 
¨ May 5th  Memory Lane Café in the afternoon at the Methodist Church 

¨ May 6th to May 10th Toads Spring Show: By Royal Command 

¨ May 8th  VE Day 80 years anniversary 
¨ May 8th  2.30 Methodist Women’s Fellowship 

¨ May 8th  Feast Day for Julian of Norwich 
¨ May 9th  7.00pm Historical Insights with Alistair Bruce at St Peter’s Ovington 

¨ May 10th  10.00am First Aid Course in John Pearson Hall 
¨ May 10th  7.30 pm Cheriton Singers concert at St Michael’s Cheriton 

¨ May 11th   10.30am St Mary’s APCM 

¨ May 12th   10.00am Old Alresford May coffee morning 
¨ May 13th  10.00am Coffee, Cake and Chat in the John Pearson Hall 

¨ May 16th  12 noon Table Talk in the John Pearson Hall 
¨ May 17th  10.00am Church Prayers at the Methodist Church 

¨ May 18th  10.00am Watercress Festival with Café @ St John’s 
¨ May 24th  7.30 pm  Alresford Community Choir Gala Concert at St Swithun’s 

¨ May 27th  7.30pm Alresford Art Society Abstract Mark Making  

¨ May 30th  Ascension Day 
¨ June 1st  9.30 @ St John’s Church Environment Service 
¨ June 6th   5.30pm  Arlebury Park. Twinning Association Pétanque Picnic 
¨ June 6th  6.00pm  Organ Recital at St Mary’s Old Alresford 

¨ June 15th  2.30pm Solos Sunday Tea in the John Pearson Hall 

¨ June 22nd  2.00pm Itchen Stoke & Ovington Fete @ Itchen Stoke Mill, 2024 0RA 
¨ June 22nd  3.30 pm St John’s Patronal Cream Tea followed by Songs of Praise 

¨ June 28th  2.00pm  Unless: fun with the Lorax @ St John’s 
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The Rector 

How is it possible that it is May already!  
May is the 5th month of the year, we really are in spring and looking sum-
mer in right the face. May has 2 bank holidays, and tradiƟonally it was a 
Ɵme for May Day fayres and May pole dancing. I can  

re- member holding Ɵght to a colourful ribbon and dancing round a may pole 
when I was a child.  

 

This year May has a significance in another way too. 
Thursday 8 May 2025 marks 80 years since VE (Victory in 
Europe) Day when the Second World War came to an end in 
Europe. 
The long anƟcipated news resulted in spontaneous celebra-
Ɵons breaking out across the naƟon. A naƟonal holiday was 
declared and people from all walks of life came together to 
mark the moment.  
We all know that there was dancing and joy in our streets to 
celebrate, war was over, loved ones would be returning 
home. Although for many it was too late and their loved ones would not be returning home they would be 
resƟng with God. 
 

And there we have our promise from God that through the death of His Son Jesus on a cross, we all have 
salvaƟon and eternity with God, and with those we have loved but no longer see. 
I was asked once in an interview if I believed in hell. 
I don’t believe that there is a fiery place where we live in pain and suffering -Our God created us all, loves 
us all we are all precious to him whether we follow Christ or not. 
But I do believe that there is a place that is not heaven and where God will not be. A place like that WOULD 
be hell for ChrisƟans because it would be without God. I cannot and do not want to think of my life on 
earth or in heaven without my loving Father. 
 

As I write this we have not yet celebrated the great feast of Easter, as everyone keeps saying ‘It’s late this 
year!’ 
As I think ahead to aŌer Easter, I can’t help but think of the disciples. They have seen their beloved Jesus 
die on the cross and they are leŌ alone and in fear for their own lives. They don’t yet understand that Jesus’ 
death means that they will see him again. They didn’t know anything about the resurrecƟon. 
We do. 
 

We know that Jesus died for us, all of us regardless of who we are, 
where in the world we live and even who we might be  
worshipping. He died for every single person.  
Will there only be ChrisƟans in heaven? Well, I believe that we will 
be surprised by who we see in heaven. Many children and vulnera-
ble people won’t have had the chance to turn to Christ before they die, but will they be in  
heaven? I believe they will. 
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ST. JOHN’S ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

TUESDAY APRIL 29th AT 8PM IN THE CHURCH 
  

You are invited to aƩend this  Annual Parochial Church MeeƟng. At the meeƟng, we will be elecƟng or 
re-elecƟng Churchwardens, and PCC members to serve from 2025, as well as the normal reporƟng  
funcƟons of the annual meeƟng. To be eligible to stand for elecƟon, candidates must be aged 16 or over 
(21 for Churchwardens), be actual communicants, have been registered on the Electoral Roll for the  
previous 6 months, and have indicated a willingness to stand. Other consideraƟons are  
contained in the Church RepresentaƟonal Rules--nominaƟon forms for elecƟon to all roles are  
available at the rear of the church. 
 
If you would like further informaƟon on what is involved in any of these roles, or to volunteer to stand 
for elecƟon, please speak to the Rector or the Churchwardens. The Annual Report and  
Financial Statements for 2024.has been distributed by email. To those without email, printed copied  
haven delivered by hand.  Thank you .  

All Saints APCM is  Sunday 27th April at 12.00 noon.  

St Mary’s APCM is  Sunday 11th May at 10.30am 

I believe that we all have a chance to choose Christ right up unƟl we 
leave this earth. The bible tells us that Jesus will come on the day of 
judgement. I believe that this means we do all get a chance at the last to 
repent and turn to Christ. 
But why would we wait unƟl we die to turn to Christ!! That to me does 
not make any sense. We can have Christ in our life, a relaƟonship with 
God right now in our earthly life. 
We can have Jesus with us guiding, encouraging and comforƟng us all 
day every day if we choose to accept him as our Saviour and follow Him. 
So as you enjoy the sunshine and warmth of spring, look at the sun and 
all of creaƟon, think of our God who made everything and choose to follow His Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
With Love 

Revd. Heather 
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Prayers for the month of May 
Please pray this month for:  

For God’s beauƟful creaƟon that we may learn to care for this planet, for those  
affected by climate change, for farmers who are struggling to adapt to changing  
weather so that they can grow enough food for us all. 

For a just peace in the troubled places of the world. In Ukraine that the peace will not 
mean the end of their independence. In PalesƟne and Israel that there may be at least a 
lasƟng ceasefire so that the desperately needed aid can get in. Also in Lebanon and  
Syria. In the civil wars in Myanmar, Sudan and Ethiopia. And in so many other places 
across the world. 

For those in authority that they may  know that the ulƟmate authority is God. May  
they be filled with God’s wisdom and compassion so they may act with jusƟce and com-
passion and truly aim for peace. 

For our young people as so many face the examinaƟon season. May they be aware of 
God’s loving presence and not be too stressed or burdened by  the work. 

For all those who work especially those in Alresford.  May they work in just and  
supporƟve environments and may they be able to earn enough to support themselves 
and their families in this Ɵme of economic uncertainty. 

For all who suffer whether it is illness, injury, frailty of age, loss of a loved one, financial 
hardship, mental distress, loneliness, temptaƟon or any other adversity. May they feel 
God’s healing touch on their lives. And for the many who do so much to make others 
lives a liƩle beƩer and happier. 

For our benefice and for all the acƟviƟes planned, for Heather and all who work to  
enable the work, worship and witness of our churches to conƟnue. For each church to 
find the right way forward for its mission.  

Eternal God in this month of May may we seek a fresh out-
pouring of your Spirit in our lives.  As the flowers and trees 
around us bloom may your love and truth bloom in our  
troubled world.  Help us all to work for your kingdom of peace, 
justice and plenty so that the whole earth is filled with your  
glory through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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11:00am - 12:00pm,  
Sun 4th May.  

St Mary's Church, SO24 9DX 

A service of Morning  Praise for 
the whole family. 

11th May 

Next Café Church Mothering Sunday 

4th May @11am 
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Mothers' Union  
The Mothers’ Union is a 
worldwide ChrisƟan  
organisaƟon dedicated to 
promoƟng marriage and 
family life. It has 3.6 million 
members in 76 countries. 
 

The Mothers’ Union was 
started in 1876 by Mary 
Sumner, the wife of an Anglican vicar. It is open 
to all bapƟsed men and women 
and encourages all members to aƩend church 
and to read the Bible regularly. 
 

Joining the Mothers’ Union 
If you are interested in joining the Mothers’  
Union, please contact Stephanie Durrant,  
t. 01962 732318  
or email stephanie.durrant@hotmail.com 
 

New Members are always welcome. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to be a part 
of a wonderful worldwide organisaƟon. 
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Sundays @ Six  
ON  

2ND SUNDAYS!  
11th May 

@ 6pm  
St. John's  

 
Do come and join us for a 
Ɵme of worship and reflecƟon -  
 
Come early at 5.45 and enjoy tea and 
some cake.   

Prayer MeeƟng for the parish and our 
community - every Friday at 10-11am in 
church - feel free to drop in.  And if you 
can’t get down to the church then do join 
us in prayer wherever you are. 

St John’s Porch Prayer Tree and 
Prayer Cards 

 Please do spend some Ɵme praying 
the prayer requests on the Prayer tree 
as you go in or out of church or as you 
walk by. It is a privilege to support all 
those who have wriƩen these  

Also there are prayer cards available in 
a display case which you are most wel-
come to take and use for yourself or 
friends and family.  

Some of the Ɵtles are: Being Accepted, 
Looking for God, Worried about Some-
one, Finding Peace, Feeling alone, 
Grieving, Being thankful 

 

Church Events and AcƟviƟes 
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Come and join us on the second Tuesday 
of every month (10am—11.30am) 

in the John Pearson Hall 
for tea coffee and delicious homemade cakes! 

 

This is for everyone across the local community 
We’d love to see you 

Feel free to invite family, friends and neigh-
bours as well 

For more informaƟon please contact  

Angela Peel 01962 734 814 

Solos Sunday Tea 
A warm welcome.  

sandwiches 
homemade cakes and  

conversation for those who 
live alone. 

Every Third Sunday 2.30pm—4.30pm 

Next meeting:  

Sunday 15th June 

John Pearson Hall   St John’s Church 

We do hope to see you there. 

Info: Marian 01962 733921 

Margaret 01962 735185 
Roger 01962 734045 

 

Come and 
join us 

Gluten free 
available 

TablŬ TalƆ  
A chance to meet, eat and discuss  

issues of the day in an open ,  friendly   
and non-judgemental atmosphere. 

12pm in the John Pearson Hall 

Bring and Share lunch 

Every third Friday 

Friday 16th May 

All Welcome 

St John’s Walking Group 
St John’s Walking Group is an informal  
social group who do a walk of normally 6-7 
miles on the first Saturday morning of each 
month. 
We are relaxed, casual and aim to start walk-
ing at 9.30am and finish by 12.30pm – 1pm 
taking in some good English countryside – 
hills, valleys, woods, fields, flora,  
fauna, water... This will be followed by a pub 
lunch. 
Different members of the group will take  
responsibility for planning each walk (and pub 
lunch). 
New members are always welcome!  If  
anyone is interested in joining the  
Walking Group or learning more about it, 
please send an email 

Church Events and AcƟviƟes 
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Cheriton Singers  

invite you to a concert of very romanƟc songs  

at 7.30 pm on Saturday, May 10th,  

in St Michael's Church, Cheriton.  

Tickets £15 for adults (under 18s free),  

available from www.Ɵcketsource.co.uk,  

Cheriton Village Stores, The Flower Pots, and on 

the door. Please make a note in your diary!  

Senior CiƟzens’ Lunch Club 

The Lunch Club meet  
in the Methodist Church Hall  

every Thursday from 12.00 to 2.00pm.  
 

New members are warmly welcomed so 
do come and enjoy a main course and  
dessert, followed by tea or coffee for just 
£10.  
Social events are organised from Ɵme to 
Ɵme and transport is available. 
Pre-booking is essenƟal.  
For more details contact:01962 736810. 
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Tuesday AŌer School Passport Club  
with craŌ 3 –4.45 

Thursday Rhyme Time—babies 10.45,  
toddlers 11.15 

Friday Knit and KnaƩer  2-4pm 

Friday Kids’ ConstrucƟon Club 3—4.45 

Saturday—Arts and CraŌs all morning 

 

 

Alresford Art Society:  

 

Rebecca Hurst will be demonstraƟng  
Abstract Mark Making in mixed media 

Thursday 22nd May @7.30pm 

in Bishop’s SuƩon Village Hall, Alresford Road 
(B3047), Bishops SuƩon SO24 0AH.  

 
Non-members welcome  –  

admission £3 + donaƟon for refresshments. 
 For further informaƟon: 01962 732043  
or visit www.artsociety.alresford.org.    

Alresford & District 
Horticultural  

Society 
 

Saturday 3rd May 
From 10am to 12 noon 

At Alresford Community Centre 

Plant Sale and Seed Swap  

Tea, coffee and homemade cakes for sale  
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andy@wilcan.co.uk  



18 

ChaƩerbox  

is our parent/carer & baby/toddler group that 
meets every Thursday    
(10am - 11am) in the John Pearson Hall.   

Do come along and enjoy new friends  
(with refreshments) and fun acƟviƟes  
for your liƩle ones.   
 
Please book a place with Vicki,  
t. 07907 035998.   

CHILL, CHAT & 
CHOMP 

Youth Group  Y7 upwards 

St John’s Church 

Contact Rosie on 07891 120662  
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Thursdays 
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News from Old Alresford 
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This last Sunday, March 30th, we celebrated  Mothering Sunday at Ovington during a Café Church ser-
vice.. and we had 22 people there, of whom 4 were liƩle people. 

The theme was “STICKY BUDS & STICKY BUNS” 

The idea was to get everyone's hands 
sticky while enjoying the buns before 
the service began.. this worked perfectly 
and we had to use the wet wipes to 
clean up the sticky mess. 

I had also made spray cans of 
’Sticky Remover’ (out of loo rolls!). 

We talked about how lucky we are if we are living in a loving family—how much we appreciate 
our parents and parƟcularly focussed on the care and support our mothers give us.  But even so 
we were realisƟc enough to recognise that family life can get quite ‘STICKY’  at Ɵmes …. And we 
someƟmes need help to remove the sƟckiness and to clean up the sƟcky circumstances!! We 
grow in our families like the leaves that grow out of sƟcky buds and if we are lucky we get nour-
ishment like the sƟcky buns to enable us to grow.   

But in all ‘sƟcky ‘ situaƟons God is there to help if we call on him… so we need to remember to 
pray and He can bring love, kindness, paƟence, forgiveness and peace to the situaƟon. 

Minna Bruce 
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It’s how you say it…. 

· TimeÊfliesÊlikeÊanÊarrow;ÊfruitÊfliesÊlikeÊaÊbanana. 
· AÊbackwardÊpoetÊwritesÊinverse. 
· InÊaÊdemocracyÊit’sÊyourÊvoteÊthatÊcounts;ÊinÊfeudalism,Êit’sÊyourÊCountÊthatÊ

votes 
· AÊchickenÊcrossingÊtheÊroad:ÊpoultryÊinÊmoঞon. 
· IfÊyouÊdon’tÊpayÊyourÊexorcistÊyouÊcanÊgetÊrepossessed. 
· MarathonÊrunnersÊwithÊbadÊshoesÊsufferÊtheÊagonyÊofÊdeÊfeet. 

Table Talk 
Table Talk usually meets on the third Friday of each month.  We enjoy a leisurely ‘Bring and Share’ lunch 
and then have a good-natured, tolerant discussion on whatever topic is the month’s choice. 

During Lent we meet weekly on Fridays and usually watch and discuss a film.  This year we watched ’the 
Way.’  It’s an excellent film about four very diverse people who walk the Camino, the pilgrim way of some 
480 miles that leads to SanƟago de Compostela. 

As these pilgrims walk the Camino, it gives a very good picture of the  
rigours of the walk, the salient points along the route, and the film shows 
us some stunning scenery. We journeyed with the pilgrims confronƟng 
with them their personal issues with relaƟonships and prejudices.   (I’m 
trying not to tell you the whole film narraƟve or there would be no point in 
anyone else watching it!) 

We had discussion quesƟons for each part of the film we watched, such as: 

• Why do you think each of the people went on the walk? 

• Do you think doing the walk changed them? 

• Life as pilgrimage 

• Prejudice and bias  

• Do you believe in life aŌer death?   

• What’s your picture of heaven? 

We have a range of views and I thoroughly enjoyed our discussions.  Hearing opposing points of view 
oŌen widened our understanding even if we did not totally agree with each other. 

 

Discussions are always open to all views with no judgement involved. We aim to be a safe place where 
anyone can say anything (providing they respect other points of view). 

 We are always glad to have new people join us to add to the diversity of opinions. No need to come each 
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Alresford Methodist Church  

Saturday May 3rd   Bacon Buƫes  

Come and join us for Bacon Buƫes (also hot croissants and fresh coffee)  
and good conversaƟon.  No payment is asked for, but donaƟons are  
accepted for the work of the church. 

Breakfast is served from 9.30-11.00am. 

PLANT SALE  - Also on this morning there will be a good selecƟon of home-grown plants for sale – all 
ready to plant out in your summer beds and borders. 

 

Monday 5th May Memory Lane Café 

The Monday Memory Café was iniƟally set up with the specific purpose of supporƟng those suffering 
memory loss and their carers. However, due to recent funding cuts, we have unfortunately lost the  
support of ‘Andover Mind’. Several people have approached us to enquire if they too might aƩend our 
café, as they would really welcome an addiƟonal social opportunity in their calendar. So, aŌer some 
thought, we have decided to widen our remit to welcome anyone who would benefit from an aŌernoon 
of social interacƟon. If you would like to join us, you will find a warm welcome awaiƟng you. 

This month we will be celebraƟng a ‘GARDEN’ theme together. Come along and join with us for an  
aŌernoon of fun, acƟviƟes, fellowship, homemade cake and lots of tea – all for a cost of £2!  

If you would like more informaƟon, or would like to aƩend, please contact us on: 07711066116. 

 

Thursday 8th May - Women’s Fellowship 

The ‘Women’s Fellowship’ group will meet in the church hall at 
2.30pm. Mrs Elizabeth BriƩon will be sharing her experiences of a 
visit to Nepal. This will be followed with tea and cake. A warm wel-
come is extended to everyone. 

 

Saturday 17th May—Church Prayers 

The church is open on the third Saturday of each month from10–11am. All are welcome to join us in a 
Ɵme of reflecƟve prayer, as we share concerns both local and worldwide. At the close of prayer Ɵme, we 
invite everyone to stay and chat over a coffee and biscuits in the coffee lounge. 
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Volunteers needed 
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Church Clean @ St John’s 

A large group of stalwart men and women came to the church on Saturday 12th April to clean, polish and 
spruce up the church ready for Holy Week and Easter.  Our thanks to them all for all their hard work. As 
usual workers were refreshed with tea and coffee.  Thanks for that to Margaret. 

The church was shining and bright on Palm Sunday! 
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Palm Sunday at Breakfast Church 

Breakfast Church began in the usual way with—well—with breakfast. Then there was the opening liturgy 
before we held up our palms to be blessed and then paraded out of the church following George  
Skayman on the flugelhorn. AŌer that the Rector told  the story of Palm Sunday when we had to make 
donkey noise and cheer before there was more breakfast and a bit of a grown-up talk while the children 

got on with their craŌ and other acƟviƟes.  
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PAWFECT DAY FOR A WALK IN THE SUNSHINE 
Dozens of two legged and four pawed friends enjoyed an exhilaraƟng walk around Itchen Abbas on the 
hoƩest day of the year.  The Home-Start Winchester annual dog walk is a firm fixture in the charity’s 
fundraising calendar but on some occasions, it has been the scene of torrenƟal rain and muddy wellies. 

“The weather was glorious and the walk near the Avington Estate and by the river was delighƞul and the 
magnolia and cherry blossom just wonderful,” said Home-Start Winchester’s events organiser and Trus-
tee, Chrissie Barlow. “Last year we all got drenched and needed warming up with soup, this year was 
like a summer’s day and we all needed cooling down, especially the dogs.”  

“Special thanks must go to walk sponsors Gay Dog Boarding Kennels for their conƟnued support and to 
all the volunteers who mapped the walks, made home-made soup and ploughman’s lunches,” said 
Chrissie. “An added bonus was that we raised £1,000 for our work with young families in and around the 
city.” 

VIP guests taking part in the day included Sue Elton, the new High Sherriff of 
Hampshire with Springer Spaniel, Lola and Winchester MP Danny Chambers with 
his partner Emma and their black labrador Moose.  The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Winchester saw the crowd off, but feared their 16 year-old dog Hillie would find it 
all a bit too much. 

“The weather made a huge difference,” said event sponsor Daniel Bliss, “and I 
think this was the best walk so far.  It’s such a great happy, healthy way to raise 
funds and we’re very pleased to be able to support  Home-Start in this way.” 

FURTHER INFROMATION: Home-Start Winchester supports young families who are struggling with is-
sues like disability of a parent or child, mental health, bereavement, homelessness, lone parenƟng, iso-
laƟon or unemployment. Families are referred by GPs, health visitors and social workers and these fami-
lies are supported in the home by weekly visits of trained Home-Start volunteers or at nurturing family 
groups in Winchester and Eastleigh. 



33 



34 



35 



36 

Fauré’s Requiem Mass is well known for its beauƟfully gentle and 
thoughƞul mood, providing a wonderful first half for our gala  
concert on May 24th and a very apt counterbalance to the drama 
and exuberance of the second half of the programme – Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony.  

On that day, I will be Ɵcking off two of my ‘bucket list’ musical selec-
Ɵons - I have always wanted to direct the Fauré with an orchestral 
accompaniment and cannot wait to perform Beethoven’s stunning 
9th with The Hanover Band. This symphony orchestra specialising 
in playing authenƟc period instruments will be conƟnuing to enjoy 

celebraƟng the master over 250 years since his birth in concerts and recordings. 

For many musicians, Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, “The Choral”, is a master-
piece and probably the most important music ever composed. It is possibly 
the essence of Beethoven’s musical life, is extraordinary in its complexity, 
freely exploring extremes of dynamics (loud and quiet) and tempi (speeds). 
It is exquisitely beauƟful and very difficult!  

Beethoven’s infamous deafness was possibly a result of being mistreated by 
his father and regularly ‘boxed about the ears’ as a child. His father, a rather 
rough and ill-mannered drunkard, recognised Ludwig’s abiliƟes as a very 
young pianist and did all he could to make money from him, presenƟng him 

as a ‘second Mozart’. The fact that Beethoven conƟnued to develop  
musically had very liƩle to do with his father’s bullying. His deafness caused 

melancholia and loneliness, but he became even more determined that he ‘had to’ get his music 
down on paper, not for money or fame, but simply because he ‘had to…’ 

One of the best-known stories about Beethoven concerns the first performance of the Ninth Sympho-
ny. Already famous in his lifeƟme, this premiere was bound to be very well-aƩended.  However, the 
great composer had no idea how this new and challenging piece would be received. Never before had 
a choir made an appearance in a symphony nor had voices been used as if instrumental resources! 
Not being able to hear much of the detail of the performance, Beethoven nevertheless had a sense of 
where the performers were in the score from his place near the conductor. He wasn’t aware that the 
symphony had properly ended and it took Caroline Unger, the Mezzo-Soprano soloist to come down 
to him, turn him around and show him the ecstaƟc ap-
plause for his work. There were five standing ovaƟons 
and the audience, aware that he could not hear their 
praise, made sure that Ludwig saw their arms waving 
and hats being thrown into the air. It was a triumph! 

The tune of “Ode to Joy” is known around the world 

Alresford Community Choir  

Presents Fauré and Beethoven with Full Orchestra 

Ludwig Van Beethoven 

1820 

Gabriel Fauré 

1907 
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and is oŌen used on big occasions to liŌ spirits. The Ninth Symphony is not only great for its musical  
innovaƟons but also because of its striking and driving reminder that all peoples are able to achieve 
more together. The text of the choral finale, from Schiller’s poem, asks us to liŌ our eyes, to consider 
who we are in the world, and what we are here for… Certainly, the text encourages us to see that we 
can and should go beyond ourselves as individuals. The final words of Schiller’s poem demand: 

Brothers, above the starry canopy 

There must dwell a loving Father. 

Be embraced, millions! 

Do you sense the creator, world? 

Seek him above the starry canopy! 

Above the stars must He dwell. 

We invite you to join us on Saturday May 24th to be part of the presentaƟon of Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem 
Mass and Ludwig van Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony, with The Hanover Band, conducted by Ben 
Hoffnung (son of the wonderful Gerard Hoffnung.  

Harvey Hall, St Swithun’s School, gives us a wonderful seƫng for the event with ample room for The 
Hanover Band, the wonderful authenƟc-instrument symphony orchestra, and our large choir! There is 
ample space for parking and, with doors open from 6.30pm. A bar in the foyer will serve wine and light 
refreshments before the performance and also at the interval.  

Tickets, priced from £12 to £35, are available from Ticket Source: 
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Puzzles 
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Puzzles 

Find as many words as you can 4 leƩers or more and all must 
have the centre leƩer. No plurals and no repeated leƩer unless 
the leƩer appears twice in the wheel 

30+ brilliant   20 + good 

Fill in the numbers in 
the Sudoku so every 
square, every column 
and every row has the 
numbers 1 to 9.  
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One man’s memory of VE Day by G.B. 

When the war with Germany ended on 8 May 1945 I was a twelve-year-old schoolboy. VE Day, 8th May 
1945, and the next day were declared public holidays and I did not have to go to school.  

In the back garden of the house in south west London where we had a flat there was an Anderson air raid 
shelter, a hillock some 4 feet high, ideal for erecƟng a gibbet to suspend an effigy of Hitler for burning in 
the style of a November Guy.  We used an old suit of school uniform - a hated black jacket and waistcoat 
and striped trousers - to dress our Hitler, and he had a newspaper ball head complete with toothbrush 
moustache and black cowlick hair. Hung up over a Ɵn bath in which the fire was lit he was consumed by 
the fire all too quickly, but that was the highlight of the day.  

On V E plus 1- Day my older brother was eager to go up to 
Central London to join in the public celebraƟons. In the late 
aŌernoon we set out by tram from BaƩersea Town Hall to 
Westminster, geƫng off on the Embankment, opposite Big 
Ben. We joined a great crowd of people making for Parlia-
ment Street. Turning the corner to go up to Whitehall the 
crowd filled the whole width of the road and we went with 
the general movement toward the end of Downing Street. 
Just as we arrived opposite the Cenotaph, a large black car 
came out of Downing Street. Winston Churchill was reclin-
ing on the roof, with his legs through the sunroof. He was 
grinning broadly and giving his familiar V for Victory sign. Slowly the car turned towards Trafalgar Square 
and was swallowed up in the mass of people. The movement ln the crowd was to follow the car. Progress 
up Whitehall was very slow because of the crush of people. The crowd was jolly and friendly - there was 
plenty of singing, dancing and high spirits – and no doubt plenty of alcohol, but I don't recall anyone being 
drunk or unruly.  

At last we reached the space ln front of the Palace, and youngsters were let through the crowd to the 
front. We all yelled "we want the King" - "we want the King" - and aŌer some Ɵme the King in naval uni-
form and the Queen, with Princess Elizabeth in ATS uniform and Princess Margaret appeared on the 

floodlit balcony, They were joined by Winston Churchill, and we all 
shouted and cheered unƟl we were hoarse and the royal party 
went back into the Palace. Then we all shouted for them to come 
out again and again. And they did. This was repeated several Ɵmes 
before my mother became concerned about how late it was, now 
past midnight, and reminded me that I had to be in school by 9 
o’clock in the morning. So reluctantly we set off for Victoria but by 

the Ɵme we got there the trams had stopped running for the night. We trudged wearily off down Vauxhall 
Bridge Road along the tram route, just ln case one should come along, but none did. It was a walk of more 
than four miles to get home.  By this Ɵme, I was very weary.  I sat down on the dwarf wall in front of a 
house and swore I could not walk any further. I was cajoled, bullied and eventually persuaded to go on. 
We arrived home well into the early hours of the morning and collapsed into bed. 

I did get up that morning in Ɵme to get to school, but I fell asleep ln the LaƟn class and the kindly form 
master leŌ me to sleep through to the end of the lesson. 
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Remembering VE Day – 80 years on 

80 years ago, on 8th May 1945, VE Day took place – marking Victory in Europe at the end of World War 2. 
It was celebrated as a public holiday, and came exactly a week aŌer German radio announced the death 
in acƟon of Adolf Hitler.  

In reality, Hitler had commiƩed suicide on 30th April. His successor, Grand Admiral Karl Dönitz, quickly 
negoƟated an end to the war with the Allies – at the same Ɵme trying with some success to prevent as 
many Germans as possible from falling into Soviet hands.  

Field Marshal Montgomery accepted the uncondiƟonal surrender of German forces in the Netherlands, 
north-west Germany and Denmark at a ceremony near Hamburg on 4th May. All German forces then sur-
rendered to Supreme Allied Commander General Eisenhower on 7th May at Reims, France. Soviet leader 
Josef Stalin had his own ceremony, in Berlin.  

The announcement that the war had ended in Europe was broadcast to the BriƟsh people by the BBC late 
on 7th May. It was decreed that there would be a naƟonal holiday the next day, and the stage was set for 
huge celebraƟons. Prime Minister Churchill had been assured that there was enough beer in the capital, 
and commemoraƟve items, including VE Day mugs, were quickly produced.  

St Paul’s Cathedral held ten consecuƟve services giving thanks for peace, each one aƩended by thousands 
of people, and churches throughout the country rang their bells. The Royal Family played a central role, 
appearing eight Ɵmes on the balcony of Buckingham Palace while huge numbers of people flocked down 
The Mall.  

In the United States, VE Day coincided with President Harry S Truman's 61st birthday: he dedicated the 
victory to the memory of his predecessor, Franklin D Roosevelt, who had died of a stroke less than a 
month earlier. But both Truman and Churchill pointed out that the war against Japan had not yet been 
won. That final victory was sƟll more than three months away.  

Of course, the end of a war could never be neat. In Europe the last known shots on the Eastern Front 
were actually fired on 11th May, and on 25th May the baƩle of Odžak ended in a Yugoslav ParƟsan  
victory.  

Children celebraƟng VE Day on a bombsite in London 
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Remembering VE Day—a selecƟon of memories 

I can’t remember VE day itself, but I do remember the day aŌer 
when a party was thrown for all us children. It was held in a 
barn next to the Sands House Hotel  (now a private house) In 
Brampton.  

Even in Bermuda they celebrated VE Day for though far away 
from Europe they had had raƟoning and restricƟons with the 
BaƩle of the AtlanƟc. I remember shouƟng along with other  
children ‘We have won the war. We have won the war.’ 

“It was wonderful to hear the war in Europe was over, but it made no difference to my work, I was sƟll 
working towards the efforts in the Far East.  

We went up to London and joined the party in Trafalgar Square, and danced and sang all evening. We 
ended up sleeping on the staƟon as we were too late for any trains but we didn’t care. It was the best 
day ever. 

There were some American GIs near us—recovering I think from injuries from D-Day and they threw a 
party for us with CAKE and SWEETS and ORANGES and other stuff I’d never tasted before but was  
wonderful. And they showed us a film but I fell asleep so missed that. The next day we were back to 
raƟoning of course.  

My sister and I were asleep in bed when we were woken by people shouƟng and singing outside. 
At first we were scared but then Mum came in. She was crying and laughing all at once.  ‘Get up! 
Get up! The war’s over.’ And we went down to where there was a big bonfire and everyone had 
scraped together some treat food.so we had a midnight feast.  “Will Daddy come home now.” 

“Oh, I do hope so. I do hope so.” 

We were lucky. Daddy did come home. 

And many of the people I asked 
were vague about what was hap-
pening as they were very young but 
they do remember food, and the 
parƟes in the days following..  

All I remember is that suddenly Mum 
and Gran sounded happier and hopeful 
though I did not really know why. 
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course luck (geƫng the quesƟons that suit you) is only part of it so we hope that people are revising 

a few of them are below. 

8th May - Julian of Norwich, a voice from a distant cell  
 

by Canon David Winter (Parish Pump) 

Many years ago, studying English literature at university, I was in-
trigued to be introduced to the work of Julian of Norwich. She was 
wriƟng at the end of the 14th century, when our modern English 
language was slowly emerging from its origins in Anglo-Saxon and 
Middle English.  
 
Our lecturer was mainly concerned with her importance in the histo-
ry of the language (she was the first woman, and the first significant 
writer, to write in English). But I was more intrigued by the ideas she 
was expressing. She was an anchoress – someone who had com-
miƩed herself to a life of solitude, giving herself to prayer and 
fasƟng. St Julian’s, Norwich was the church where she had her ‘cell’.  
 
She spent her life in a cell aƩached to a church and never leŌ.  An anchoress’s life was austere and  
limited but not harsh. She had someone who cam to clean for her, people brought her food and other 
necessiƟes and many people came to talk to her. They spent their Ɵme in prayer, in sewing for the 
church and in wriƟng. In Julian’s case she wrote an account of her 
visions. 
 
Her masterpiece, RevelaƟons of Divine Love, reveals a mysƟc of 
such depth and insight that today up and down Britain there are 
hundreds, possibly thousands, of ‘Julian Groups’ who meet regu-
larly to study her wriƟngs and try to put them into pracƟse. 
 
She is honoured this month in the Lutheran and Anglican Church-
es, but although she is held in high regard by many Roman Catho-
lics, her own Church has never felt able to recognise her as a ‘saint’. This is probably because she spoke 
of God as embracing both male and female qualiƟes. RevelaƟons is an account of the visions she re-
ceived in her Ɵny room, which thousands of pilgrims visit every year.  
 
Her most famous saying, quoted by T S Eliot in one of his poems, is ‘All shall be well, and all shall be 
well, and all manner of thing shall be well.’ These words have brought comfort and strength to many a 
soul in distress. Some have dismissed these words as meaningless as she lived safe and secure in her 
cell. This is not true as she was born early in 1340s and the Black Death came in 1348 and aŌer devas-
taƟng the populaƟon then was endemic in the country.  She lived through the peasants’ revolt in 1381 
and saw the brutal suppression so she knew about suffering.  
 
And that famous saying is almost never finished. “All shall be well and all shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well saith sweet Mother Jesus” 
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1,700 years of The Creed from the Parish Pump 

Every Sunday ChrisƟans around the world recite in one form or another a creed.  The most frequently 
used creed is the Nicene Creed which was wriƩen by the First Council of Nicaea 1700 years ago.  That 
council began on 20th May 325 and was the first ecumenical council of the church. 

The Council was called by the Roman Emperor ConstanƟne the Great—the first emperor to become 
ChrisƟan. He called it because he was fed up with the various facƟons in the church arguing about the 
nature of Jesus, the date of Easter and which books should be in the Bible. He wanted a united church 
so that his empire would be united. 

The main issue was Jesus. Was he divine who pretended to be human? Was he human who was made 
divine by God? If he was both divine and human how did that work? 

One side led by the Archbishop of Alexandria taught  that Jesus as God the Son was eternally  
generated from the Father so like the Father had no beginning and no end. The Son, they said, was 
equal to the Father.  A priest called Arius on the other hand asserted that the Father alone was eternal, 
and that the Son was created or begoƩen by the Father, and thus had a defined point of origin and was 
subordinate to the Father.  

Over two hundred bishops gathered at ConstanƟne’s expense to debate the issue. ConstanƟne an-
nounced that anyone who did not agree with  the conclusions of the council would be exiled and 
should be excommunicated. There was a lot of highly technical debate but in the end the view of the 
Archbishop of Alexandria was accepted by all but two bishops. These two were exiled from the Roman 
Empire along with their followers.  

The clauses of the creed concerning Jesus natures as originally wriƩen.  

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, 
begoƩen from the Father, only-begoƩen, 
that is, from the substance of the Father, 
God from God, light from light, 
true God from true God, begoƩen not made, 
of one substance with the Father, 
through Whom all things came into being, 
things in heaven and things on earth, 

There was a lot of argument about the use of the images of ‘Father’ and ‘Son’ , which conƟnues to this 
day,  as it implies the Son’s subservience to the Father and made the ‘Father’ too much like an old man 
rather than a Being about whom nothing exact can be said. And even in those patriarchal days there 
were some that worried that using the words ’Father’ and ’Son’ made God too masculine and excluded 
the feminine.  St AugusƟne wanted the church to change the words to Lover, Beloved with the Spirit 
being Love. 
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30th May - Ascension Day: 40 Days with the Risen Christ 
40 days aŌer Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 days during which the Risen Christ appeared 
again and again to His disciples, following His death and resurrecƟon.  (MaƩhew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; 
and John 20.) 

The Gospels give us liƩle of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days.  
Jesus was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea 
of Galilee, in houses, etc.  He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at 
last opened their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah.  
Jesus also told them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send 
them - to all corners of the earth, as His witnesses. 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension Day.   
Luke records the story with great poignancy:  “When Jesus had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, 
He liŌed up His hands - and blessed them.”   

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day  
completes it, with His return to His Father in heaven.   Jesus’ last act on 
earth was to bless His disciples.  He and they had a bond as close as could 
be:  they had just lived through three tumultuous years of public ministry 
and miracles – persecuƟon and death – and resurrecƟon!  Just as we part 
from our nearest and dearest by sƟll looking at them with love and memo-
ries in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus:  ‘While He was blessing them, He leŌ 
them and was taken up into heaven.’  (Luke 24:50-1)   He was not forsaking 
them, but merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs 
one day:  ‘I am ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and 
your God...’  (John 20:17) 

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history.  Imagine being 
one of the last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on you with love.  
No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him - and returned to Jerusalem with great joy.  
And they stayed conƟnually at the temple, praising God.’    (Luke 24:52,53) 

No wonder they praised God!  They knew they would see Jesus again one day!  ‘I am going to prepare a 
place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.’ (John 
14:2,3)  In the meanƟme, Jesus had work for them to do: to take the Gospel to every naƟon on earth. 
And we are supposed to conƟnue that work today. 
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Based in Old Alresford in the heart of Hampshire, Chocolate CraŌ has enjoyed success over the last 21 
years developing a range of handmade chocolates, chocolate making workshops and chocolate-based 
team building events 
As a former NHS Nursing Sister, Pippa’s love of chocolate and entrepreneurial spirit led her to take over 
the business in 2019 to expand and evolve the business. Pippa mulƟ-tasks in most aspects of the business 
and enjoys nothing more than working with the team and making or packing thousands of chocolates in 
one day! In one of the busiest months, more than 60,000 truffles were produced with each process being 
made by hand. 
Chocolate CraŌ is now a leading producer of hand decorated chocolate products to many happy and loyal 

customers. Using only the finest ingredients including Belgian 
Chocolate, fresh Hampshire cream and the experƟse of our Choco-
laƟers, Chocolate CraŌ can pride themselves with Fortnum & Ma-
son being just one of their most presƟgious customers.  
Amongst their many loyal customers are various naƟonal premium 
flower companies who offer chocolates as luxury addiƟons for 
their online flower sales. These have been individually created for 
them and branded to suit their needs. 
Chocolate CraŌ also offers bespoke branded chocolates for indi-
viduals and companies as giŌs or  
promoƟons.  Any logo or design can be incorporated onto individ-

ually designed chocolate products and packaging which is beauƟfully presented to give that wow factor to 
your customers or staff. 
Enjoying recogniƟon as an arƟsan supplier, Chocolate CraŌ employs experienced ChocolaƟers and a large 
‘Events Team’ to host chocolate making events both locally and naƟonally.  Chocolate making workshops 
and parƟes are available at their beauƟful rural seƫng in Hampshire or at a venue 
of your choice.  Here you can learn the art of chocolate making from their friendly 
and experienced chocolaƟers.  
Corporate Team Building Events are a large part of Chocolate CraŌs porƞolio and 
take their experienced Events Team all over the UK.  A trip to Berlin to present a 
large team building event for Google was one of their highlights! A fantasƟc op-
portunity to get your team together as part of a corporate training day or as a 
special treat for your employees to be indulged whilst focusing on team building. 
“We simply love what we do and love sharing our passion for chocolate making 
with everyone that we meet in the variety of chocolate workshops, private parƟes and corporate team 
building events!” 
 Workshops run almost every weekend, and someƟmes on a Friday and Sunday…. However if you can get 
a group of 8 together you can also enjoy a private workshop!! 
Pippa  

 



50 

Alresford Golf Club ……135 years old! 

It’s oŌen said that ‘Golf is a good walk spoilt’. Surely not! Certainly not a senƟment held by the mem-
bers past and present of Alresford Golf Club for whom golf offers so much more than a good walk! 
When I say ‘members’ that represents a very wide spectrum of players, not just the ambiƟous low 
handicapper with nothing less than The Open in their sights. Along with the impassioned devotees of 
the game, there are young, middle aged and old, high low or medium handicappers and the strug-
glers! When the golf is not going well many members resort to bird watching, railing against runaway 
dogs and a genuine appreciaƟon of nature around them. 
There are some lovely views of chalk downland on the 
course it is true! It’s a very sociable game and the club-
house offers such opportuniƟes on a daily basis. All these 
various members have one characterisƟc in common ... 
they are all challenged by the frustraƟons of a game which 
demands you hit a small white ball towards a small hole in 
the ground, all yards away (someƟmes out of sight) and by 
some miracle puƩ the wayward ball! Unbelievably  
enjoyable to so many! 

However challenging a game, it was not enough to deter certain residents of Alresford to form a golf 
club on land off the Cheriton road in 1890. Historical context necessary here! Queen Victoria was on 
the throne and Lord Salisbury was the ConservaƟve Prime Minister. Amongst the founding fathers of 
the club were two doctors and a solicitor all living locally. Dr William Moore had moved into The Lawn 
on Broad St and shared the pracƟce with Dr C E Covey. The solicitor J Ridley Shield lived in the house 
which was to become The Co-OperaƟve Society House and worked as junior partner at a solicitor in 
East Street. The newly formed golf club was mainly a club for middle-class professionals, and gentry of 
the county. In 1894 the 30 members paid an entrance fee of 5 shillings (£20 in today’s values) and a 

yearly subscripƟon of £1and1shilling. It costs a liƩle more nowadays if you 
are considering joining the ranks! A rent for the land was paid to a Mr 
Stubbs, the farmer tenant of that part of the Tichborne Estate. It is with 
some pride I can include the fact that by the turn of the century there 
were some lady members! The lady members requested and got a sepa-
rate meeƟng room in the clubhouse. Who can blame them striking out for 
independence in what was probably an unequal posiƟon to the men in the 
golf club and conƟnued like that for many years. ‘Clubhouse’ might be 
overstaƟng it somewhat …. the club HQ was in fact in an upstairs room of 
the original Cricketers pub which was then situated on the sharp bend 
from Tichborne Down onto Sun Lane, later a laundry and now a private 
residence. 

The club during the 20th century conƟnues to grow despite some difficult Ɵmes. However it survived 
the effects of two world wars. Between 1914 and 1918 much of the course was dug up for growing 
produce and the clubhouse was offered to the government as a possible hospital! The Second World 
War brought financial difficulƟes from which it took the club some years to recover. InteresƟngly 
there was an aƩempt to set up a combined Golf and Tennis club to bring in more revenue. Two grass 
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tennis courts were built on land near the Cricketers pub (land now taken up by the bypass) However 
in 1950 the scheme was abandoned. 

In early 1953 a clubhouse was set up on the 
Tichborne estate near the first tee ….in an 
old railway carriage proudly thatched and 
Ɵmber clad. Of course a bar was set up for 
those 19th hole necessiƟes under the  
conscienƟous management of the wine 
commiƩee! In 1969 a new clubhouse was 
built on a stretch of the Cheriton road 
where it is now. 

The club extended to 18 holes twice in its history, the second Ɵme as a direct benefit of the con-
strucƟon of the Alresford bypass. The redesigned course similar to how we know and love it now 
was opened officially in 1993 by John Jacobs friend of the club and former Ryder Cup Captain. 

Many of us remember the grand 125years celebraƟons at the club in 2015 and this year the club cel-
ebrates its 135th anniversary a liƩle more quietly. 

Alresford Golf Club now, aŌer the problems associated with the Covid lockdowns 2020 to 2022, 
seems to be thriving. It is an 18 hole, 6017yard, par 69 course ranked nineth best in Hampshire. The 
course is well managed and is very scenic as one plays the course. There is, as some of you may 
know, an extensive pracƟce area, a performance studio with flight scope analysis, and mercifully a 
professional to show you how to use the above state of the art equipment. He also runs a well-
stocked shop. It’s a very friendly and welcoming club just in case you are tempted to extend and  
enhance that ‘good walk’ to include 18 holes of golf.  

LP               
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Danger on rural roads 

 

Did you know that driving on rural roads is more dangerous 
than driving on urban ones?  

According to the NFU Mutual’s Rural Road Safety report for 
2023, the number of lives lost on rural roads was a stagger-
ing 70% higher than on urban highways. Also, collisions on 
rural roads were around four Ɵmes more likely to result in a 
fatality than on an urban one. 

The reasons as to why this should be include: changing 
speed limits, blind corners, field entrances, narrow carriage-
ways, single lanes with no hard shoulders, limited or no road 
lighƟng, mud and debris on the road, livestock and wild  
animals on the road, no pavement or walkway for  
pedestrians, no bicycle lanes and agricultural vehicles.   

And of course one major hazard around here as everyone knows are potholes. Not only can they damage 
your car but cyclist, horse riders and pedestrians may well step into the road to avoid potholes on the 
edge.  

One new problem that has arisen in the last few years is the problem of electric cars. They are silent and 
pedestrians and cyclist do not hear them so they can come round corners and totally surprise other road 
users.  

And so it is that the NaƟonal Farmers’ Union has campaigned to improve rural road safety, and it has now 
published its ‘Code for Countryside Roads’ to guide people as to how to drive safely.   
More info at: hƩps://www.nfumutual.co.uk  

Much of the code is obvious—going slower, watching out for people or vehicles emerging from hidden 
tracks and so on.   

I knew most of the advice for pedestrians and cyclists e.g. wearing high vis clothes, keeping as close to the 
edge as I can, not wearing ear phones to hear music and not the traffic, in a group going in single file etc. 
One I hadn’t thought of was being aware of where the sun is. Obvious once I thought about it as low sun 
can blind a driver.  

The main message of the code we all know but too oŌen forget go more slowly, and use all your senses to 
know what is going on around you. BeƩer as they say to be late for an  appointment then someone early 
into the hereaŌer. 
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To place an adverƟsement  

In this magazine 

Email Liz Petheram on 

arlevalleyadverts@gmail.com  

 AD

St Peter’s is open every day during day-
light hours 

So come and see  our Book Nook 
where you can swap or take second-hand 

books. 

If you have good quality books you would like 
to donate, please feel free to drop them off. 

The  Book Nook is in a pew at the back facing 
you as you come in . 
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Puzzle Answers 

acne, aeon, anion, anise, anon, ascension, cain, cane, canine, canine, cannie, canoe, canon, canoness, 
canonise, canonises, case, casein, casino, ciao, eonian, inane, inca, insane, nano, nans,  naoi, oasis, 
ocean, ossia, sane, scan, scansion, scena, season, senna, sonance 

This is one wordwheel where there are loads of words but far too many of them do not have an ‘a’. 

1. Pheasant 
2. Curlew 
3. corn bunting 
4. nightingale 
5. spoonbill 
6. Kittiwake 
7. toucan 
8. kingfisher 
9. nightjar 
10. waxwing 
11. Nuthatch 
12. Magpie 
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AI deep fakes and the Pope - should we worry? 

In 2023, images of Pope Francis wearing a Balenciaga puffer jacket  
circulated widely on the Internet. Quickly revealed as a fake, the  
pictures were a humorous reminder of a serious theme: the ability of AI 
to manipulate data (in this case pictorial) and to distribute it in a  
manner that manipulates the beliefs and opinions of many.  Thousands 
believed the image and were shocked to find out it was an AI fake 

Two years later, the VaƟcan warned that AI carries "the shadow of evil" 
due to its potenƟal to spread misinformaƟon and destabilize socieƟes. 
At the same Ɵme, many people truly believe that AI will solve many if 
not most of the world’s problems. 

In his message to the World Economic Forum in 2025, Pope Francis  
expressed addiƟonal concern about AI's role in the "crisis of truth." He 
warned that AI-generated content, which can be indisƟnguishable from human-produced work, has the 
potenƟal to erode trust and distort public discourse 

Despite his words of warning, Pope Francis has been a vocal advocate for the ethical development of 
technology. In a historic address at the G7 summit of 2024, he stressed the need for human oversight of 
AI systems, urging world leaders to ensure that technology serves humanity and never dominates it. 

Why should religious leaders get involved in AI ethics?  

People oŌen say that the problem with technology does not lie 
in its invenƟon but rather how it is used. This does not seem to 
be the case with AI, as ethicist Timnit Gebru has demonstrated. 
Before being forced out of her role as co-leader of Google’s  
ethical AI team, Gebru warned that the Large Language Models 
(LLMs) used by Google and other companies were inherently 
predisposed to prejudice. In other words, AI replicates the  
biases of its creators. The soŌware was wriƩen by white  
technically savvy males so AI reproduces the mindset of white technically savvy males. 

Gebru’s co-wriƩen 2018 study, Gender Shades, revealed that AI-driven facial 
recogniƟon products were trained on biased data. Gebru  and her co-author, Joy 
Buolamwini,  found that while facial recogniƟon systems could idenƟfy light-
skinned male subjects with nearly 100% accuracy, the error rate for dark-skinned 
female subjects ranged from 23% to 36%. Error rates, in real life, are false  
arrests and miscarriages of jusƟce.  

The trouble is people tend to think that what a machine says or decides is  
infallible as was recently shown in the Post Office scandal where most people 

assumed that the evidence of a computer program could not be wrong. 

ArƟficial Intelligence? 
From EducaƟon ChrisƟan Leaders in an Age of Science 
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Another example concerns something that has 
been called ‘surveillance capitalism’. Without 
our knowledge, personal data is constantly being 
hoovered up from our tens of thousands of 
online clicks: what we put into Google, what  
images cause us to pause for a moment on  
Instagram, what songs we  listen to. Even our 
mood at different Ɵmes of day may be revealed. 
AI companies process this data in order to create 
a profile of our hopes, needs and desires, so that 
we can be constantly targeted by adverƟsers .  

Surveillance capitalism shades into surveillance 
poliƟcs when voters are similarly profiled and 
targeted in deceiƞul ways. 

Regardless of whether a parƟcular AI system is 
intended for ethical use, Gebru and others have  
demonstrated a fundamental truth: when AI is  
developed unethically, it is likely to be used  
unethically. This is the  “shadow of evil” the VaƟ-
can has warned against,  allowing discriminaƟon and exploitaƟon to be embedded into systems governing 
human life. It is not that most people who work in AI want to control our lives but like so many scienƟst 
and technologists if they can do it they want to do it without reference to possible outcomes 

A collaboraƟve path forward. Religious leaders, oŌen acƟng through non-governmental organizaƟons, 
play an increasingly important role in discussions surrounding the global governance of technology. Their 
input is essenƟal in shaping ethical standards for the use of emerging technologies, ensuring that the  
development of AI and other digital tools remains grounded in respect for human dignity and the  
promoƟon of jusƟce.  

The VaƟcan's document AnƟqua et Nova is one example, exploring the relaƟonship between arƟficial and 
human intelligence, and advocaƟng for a balanced approach that respects human dignity and ethical  
principles. 

We are barrelling toward a future where AI governs hiring, automated drones make life-and-death  
decisions, and tech giants wield more power than Presidents. The pace of innovaƟon is exhilaraƟng—but 
also dangerous. Who is calling for wisdom and restraint? 

When AI deepfakes manipulate elecƟons and China’s social credit system assigns “trust scores” to  
ciƟzens, the ethical stakes are real—and urgent. 

The future of AI is not just a technical problem but a moral one and everyone should be concerned and 
engaged.  Those with influence and a voice such as religious leaders but other leaders as well—unions, 
business, poliƟcs, local government etc—should be entering the debate and making their voice heard and 
acted upon.  
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Registry 

BAPTISMS 

9th March 

Arthur and Rosa Berry 

St. John’s 
 

16th March 

Felicity Humphrey 

St. John’s 

 

INTERMENT / FUNERALS 
 

18th March 

Joan Holland 

CommiƩal  

Basingstoke Crem 
 

24th March 

Alan Crockford 

Interment 

St. John’s 

 

26th March 

Eileen Jones 

CommiƩal  

Basingstoke Crem 
 

2nd April 

Antonia Booth 

Thanksgiving Service 

St. Mary’s 
 

3rd April 

Jennifer Young 

Graveside Service 

Alton Cemetery 
 

7th April 

Anne Hanson 

CommiƩal 

Test Valley Crem 

Thank you 
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Useful Local InformaƟon and Emergency Numbers 
Emergency Services—Police, Fire, Ambulance 999 or 112 

Police non emergency 101   

Electrical Emergency 08457 708090 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Water Emergency 0800 820 99 

Floodline  0845 988 1188 

Samaritans 116 123 

Childline 0800 111 

Health 

Royal Hampshire County  
Hospital, Winchester 
01962 863535 

Alresford Group Surgery, 
Station Rd, Alresford 
01962 732345 
www.alresfordsurgery.co.uk 
 
Other Useful Information 
 
Cedar Veterinary Surgery  01962  732 535 (24hrs) 
 
Alresford Library, 20 Broad Street, Alresford 0300 555 1387 
 
New Alresford Town Trust minibus 07510 474231  
 
Bus Information  0871 200 2233  
 
MP for Alresford:  Danny Chambers 

Councils 

Hampshire County Council           
01962 841841 

Www.hants.gov.uk 

Winchester City Council   
01962  840222 

Www.winchester.gov.uk 

East Hampshire District Council       
01730 266551 

Www.easthant.gov.uk 

New Alresford Town Council   
 01962 732 079 

Www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk 

Defibrillators available for public use 
 
Alresford Recreation Centre 
Alresford Bowling Club 
Sun Hill Infant school gate 
Stratton Bates Recreation Ground 
Alresford Community Centre 
Alresford Dental Care - The Dean 
Old Alresford Village telephone box 
Linnets Road telephone box  
Alresford Methodist Church  

Wessex Pharmacies 
Broad Street, Alresford 
01962 732445 
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Rector 
Revd. Heather Brearey 
T. 732105 

arlevalleyrec-
tor@gmail.com 
 
 

Licensed Lay 
Ministers 
Ian Waring Green 
T. 733237 
iwg@robinhoodmusic.com 
 
Peter Colquhoun 
T. 733035 
pscolquhoun@googlemail.com 
 
Sue Armstrong 
T. 734542 
susanarmstrong@btopenworld.com 
 
Angela Peel 
T 734814 
sisterlollipop@aol.com  
 
CharloƩe Ryton 
T723194 
cstryton@gmail.com 
 
Susan Roberts 
T723194 
susan_penny@bƟnternet.com 
 
Alresford: St. John’s 
Churchwardens 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 
rosie@22rwg.co.uk 
2nd church warden vacant 
 
PCC Secretary 

Jo Whiteman 
joanna_whiteman@yahoo.co.uk 
Ovington: St. Peter’s 
Churchwarden 
Vacant - Contact Benefice Office 
T. 735455 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary 
Vacant - Contact Benefice Office 
T. 735455 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
 
Old Alresford: St. Mary’s 
Churchwarden 
Roger Parsons T. 734561 
rwjparsons@gmail.com 
 
Bighton: All Saints 
Churchwardens 
Bob Ellis T. 773427 
robert.sally120@gmail.com 
 

Chris James 
T. 07974 927901 
crjathome@hotmail.com 
 
Baptisms 
Benefice Office T. 733545 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
 
Funeral Enquiries 
Kathryn Lockyer T. 809078 
kathryn.lockyer@talktalk.net 
 
Weddings 
Paul and Sue Dix T. 734863 
dix.house@btinternet.com 
 
Bell Ringing 
Elizabeth Johnson 

T. 733266 
Belfry Practice Fridays 7.30 - 
9.00pm 
 
Benefice Magazine Editor Team led 
by Charlotte Ryton 
cstryton@gmail.com 
 

Advertising 
arlevalleyadverts@gmail.com 
 

Subscriptions/Deliveries  
Caroline Hawkins  
chawkins826@sky.com 
 
Bible Reading Notes 
Pearl Page 
T. 734665 
pearljpage@aol.com 
 
Bookings: St. John’s Church & John 
Pearson Hall  
Benefice Office T. 733545 
 

Churchyard Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Ben  Howlett 
alresfordchurchyard@gmail.com  

Events Diary @ Facebook  
Miranda Pinch T. 732064 
events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
 
Flower Co-Ordinator 
Maureen Skayman 
gskayman@gmail.com  
Fundraising Co-ordinator  
Miranda Pinch T. 732064 
events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
 
Giving & Gift Aid Secretary 
David Griffiths 
T. 734408 
 

BENEFICE CONTACTS  
  Please leave a phone message or email the office.  

Office hours 10am to 12 noon Monday to Friday. 

 email: arlevalleychurches@gmail.com             Facebook/
StJohnsAlresford  & ourplaceyouth  Phone numbers unless otherwise stated are 01962 
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John Pearson Hall 

Seniors Health & Fitness 
 

    
 

4th Alresford Brownies 
 

 (Toddlers) 

 

Alresford Wine Circle 
 

 
3rd , 12 - 2pm 

 
 

The John Pearson Hall (JPH)  

A newly  refurbished venue that seats 80 in comfort with a modern kitchen. 

A flexible space for meeƟngs, instrucƟon classes, christening recepƟons and  
birthday parƟes. 

Both St. John’s and the JPH are  
open to everyone and you are  
assured a warm welcome. 

For more informaƟon regarding regular and  
ad-hoc hiring of the church and hall, please call the Benefice office on 
01962 733545 or email: arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 

 

Continued on next page 
Hospital Visiting 
Patricia Todd 
T. 738408 
Keith Sweetland 
T. 735255 
 
Pastoral Visiting 
St. John’s Pastoral Team Leader 
Jackie Connell T. 732056 
Sue Clarke  T 733597  
 
Prayer Ministry Team 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 
rosie@22rwg.co.uk 
 
Safeguarding Officer (Benefice) Sarah Wilding  
Assistant Safe Guarding  Alison Mayne 
T. 07900 884125 
arlevalleysafeguarding@gmail.com    
 
Treasurer 
Jon Whale 
T. 734941 
stjtreasurer@arlevalleychurches.org.uk 
 
Youth Work 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 e: rosie@22rwg.co.uk  

BENEFICE CONTACTS  continued 

 

   St. John’s Church - a large open space seating 300. 

   People have hired St. John’s for a  
number of uses including: 

· Choir Rehearsals,  

· Concerts 

· Community events 
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Tel: 01962 735256 

Mobile: 07711 291909 

martin@mvennconstruction.com 

YoungÊJosephÊwasÊaskedÊwhatÊheÊhadÊlearnedÊinÊSundayÊschool.Ê“Well,ÊMum,ÊGodÊsentÊMosesÊ
behindÊenemyÊlinesÊonÊaÊrescueÊmissionÊtoÊleadÊtheÊIsraelitesÊoutÊofÊEgypt.ÊWhenÊMosesÊgotÊtoÊ
theÊRedÊSea,ÊhisÊengineersÊbuiltÊaÊpontoonÊbridge,ÊandÊallÊtheÊpeopleÊwalkedÊacrossÊitÊsafely.Ê
ThenÊMosesÊradioedÊheadquartersÊtoÊsendÊbombersÊtoÊblowÊupÊtheÊbridge,ÊandÊsoÊallÊtheÊIsrael-
itesÊwereÊsaved.” 

“DidÊyourÊteacherÊreallyÊsayÊthat?!”ÊaskedÊhisÊmother,ÊsomewhatÊalarmed. 

“Well,Êno,ÊMum.ÊButÊifÊIÊtoldÊitÊtheÊwayÊtheÊteacherÊdid,Êyou’dÊneverÊbelieveÊit!” 
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