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Please email contribuƟons and comments to 
cstryton@gmail.com. The preferred format at the 
moment is MicrosoŌ Publisher or Word other-
wise a pdf.  Please as plain as possible as formats 
do not transfer from one programme to another. 
Please copy in events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
for addiƟonal publicity on our Facebook page and  
inclusion in St John’s online Events Diary. 
The deadline for each month is the 10th of the 
month before.  And if you use some of the busi-
nesses adverƟsing do tell them you saw them in 
this magazine. Please note that we do not  
endorse any advert 

Editorial Contents 

This magazine only keeps going with the quality it 
has because people subscribe each year so please 
do consider that. Contact Caroline Hawkins 
chawkins826@sky.com 
Each  issue costs £1.60 but a year’s subscripƟon is 
an economic opƟon at £15.00.   

Apologies for any mistakes. However we are all 
volunteers and not professional so, sorry, errors 
will happen.  

Services     page 4 
Calendar     page 5 
Leader     page 6 
Christmas Card Form   page 7 
Church AcƟviƟes    pages 8 to 11 
Community Events   pages 12  to 16 
Children’s acƟviƟes   pages 17 & 18 
Children & Family Worker Ad page 19 
Christmas Shoeboxes   page 20 
Address by Sarah Mulally  pages 21 to 23 
Archbishops of Canterbury  pages 24 & 25 
Sarah Mulally biog   pages 26 & 27 
Peregrine Falcons   page 28 
St Mary’s & St Peter’s   page 31 
Michael Project Prayer   page 32 
Prayers     page 33 
Unanswered Prayer   page 34 
Puzzles      page 35 
Pearl Court tribute   pages 36 & 37 
David Carr tribute   pages 37 & 38 
Perins School news   page 39 
St Margaret & St Andrew  page 40 
Poppies & Remembrance  page 41 
Guy Fawkes    page 42 
Holiday Fun with Rory   pages 43 & 44 
Aluminium CollecƟon   page 44 
Dog’s Guide to Humans  page 45 
Puzzle Answers    page 46 
Recipe     page 47 
Methodist News    page 50 
Volunteers     pages 51 to 53 
Registry     page 55 
Local informaƟon   page 56 
Benefice Contacts   pages 57 & 58 

 

 

Sarah Mullally has been selected to be the next 
Archbishop of Canterbury. Whatever you think of 
the choice it is a momentous and historic  
moment to have a woman as the Head of the 
Church of England. In the same way whatever 
you think of Margaret  Thatcher it was for women 
an amazing step forward to have a woman s a 
prime minister. As someone who is in favour of 
women’s ordinaƟon I rejoice.  

On a more personal note I rejoice that our dog, 
Alife, is well on the road to recovery. Thank you 
for all the prayers and good wishes.  

There is lots going on in our Benefice both with 
the churches and the communiƟes so do join in 
with something. An eminent psychiatrist once 
said that even the party you didn’t much like was 
beƩer for your mental health than no party.  

And on liking if you have a story or arƟcle in you 
about anything even vaguely connected to our 
Benefice we would love to hear from you. In the 
meanƟme enjoy. 

Charlotte 
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November Church Services for the Arle Valley Benefice 
NEW ALRESFORD St John the BapƟst 

Sunday 2 November: All Saints’ Day 
09.30 Parish Communion 
14.00 Service of Comfort and Hope 
16.00 Families @ 4  

Sunday 9 November : Remembrance Sunday 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Breakfast Church 
10.50 Remembrance Service 
18.00 Sunday @ 6 

Sunday 16 November: Second Sunday before  
Advent 
09.30 Parish Communion  

Sunday 23 November: Christ the King 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 CelƟc Service of the Word 

Sunday 30 November: First Sunday of Advent 
09.30 Benefice Service at St Mary’s 

Every Tuesday  
09.00 Morning Prayer 

Every Wednesday 
10.00 Midweek Holy Communion (Service of the 
Word on 5th)  

OLD ALRESFORD 
St Mary the Virgin 

Sunday 2 November: All Saints’ Day 
11.00 Village Family Praise 

Sunday 9 November : Remembrance Sunday 
10.45 Remembrance Service 

Sunday 16 November: Second Sunday before  
Advent 
11.00 Parish Communion 

Sunday 23 November: Christ the King 
09.30 Holy Communion BCP 

Sunday 30 November: First Sunday of Advent 
09.30 Benefice Service 

OVINGTON 
St Peter’s 

Sunday 2 November: All Saints’ Day 
11.00 Café Church 

Sunday 9 November : Remembrance Sunday 
10.00 Remembrance Service 

Sunday 16 November: Second Sunday before Advent 
10.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 23 November: Christ the King 
11.00 No service 

Sunday 30 November: First Sunday of Advent 
09.30 Benefice Service at St Mary’s 

Every Thursday  
09.00 Morning Prayer 

BIGHTON 
All Saints 

Sunday 2 November: All Saints’ Day 
11.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 9 November : Remembrance Sunday 
10.50 Remembrance Service 

Sunday 16 November: Second Sunday before  
Advent 
11.00 Morning Prayer 

Sunday 23 November: Christ the King 
11.00 Parish Communion 

Sunday 30 November: First Sunday of Advent 
09.30 Benefice Service at St Mary’s 
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Calendar 

¨ Oct 29th  7.30pm Flower Club 

¨ Oct 30th  7.00pm  Men’s Supper Club 
¨ Nov 1st   12noon Michael Project Coffee Morning in JPH 

¨ Nov 1st   4.00pm Light Party in the JPH. 
¨ Nov 2nd  Service of Comfort and Hope @ St Johns 

¨ Nov 5th   7.00pm WI Flower Arranging 
¨ Nov 7th   7pm  Rotary Fireworks and Bonfire 

¨ Nov 8th   10.00am  Table Top Sale at the Methodist Church 

¨ Nov 8th   7.30 ACC Remembrance Concert 
¨ Nov 9th   Last date to give names for Benefice Christmas Card 

¨ Nov 12th  7.30pm Horticultural Society Seasonal Demonstration 
¨ Nov 13th  4.00pm 1st Day of Hampshire Medical Fund Xmas Fair 

¨ Nov 14th  9.30am 2nd Day of Hampshire Medical Fund Xmas Fair 
¨ Nov 14th  7.30pm Home Start Quiz Night 

¨ Nov 16th  2.30pm Solos Sunday Tea 

¨ Nov 21st  12 noon Table Talk 
¨ Nov 22nd  10.00 am Walkies for Life 

¨ Nov 22nd  8.00pm Cheriton Singers Mozart Requiem 
¨ Dec 6th   8.00am Rotary Christmas Tree Sale 

¨ Dec 10th  5.00pm Father Christmas comes to Alresford 
¨ Dec 11th  Gospel Choir Concert 

¨ Dec 21st  Christmas Farmer’s Market 

The Arle Valley Benefice takes its duty and obligaƟon to protect everyone, extremely 
seriously. If you have any safeguarding concerns or issues of a safeguarding nature our 
Safeguarding Officers are: Sarah Wilding (St. John’s) or Alison Mayne (St. Mary’s/All 
Saints/St. Peter’s) e-mail: arlevalleysafeguarding@gmail.com  
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Well, here we are into my first full interregnum as a churchwarden – strictly  
speaking I only had a month last Ɵme!! I have enjoyed every moment of the last 4 
and a half years serving you all and working within a team with Heather and many 
others; during this Ɵme, I have laughed and cried with many of you. Although we 
move into a Ɵme of uncertainty, the most reassuring thing for me is that although 
circumstances change, God doesn’t change.  

Now especially, James and I will need your encouragement and support; parƟcularly over the next few 
months. 

I am taking on the lead and organisaƟon of services and worship and hoping to keep the smooth running 
of this aspect of church life running smoothly.   

As many of you know, I am passionate about encouraging others to get to know Jesus and deepen their 
own faith and I will be carrying on supporƟng others in their faith journey.   Help is always appreciated 
with this aspect. 

Inevitably a few things may not run as smoothly as we would like so we ask you for paƟence and fellow-
ship in working together to carry on the amazing life and strength that we have in all of our 4 churches in 
the Arle Valley Benefice. 

The most important thing of course is spending Ɵme in prayer – for each other, your churchwardens, 
your ministry team, all those who give so freely of their Ɵme and energy and for every single person 
known and unknown who live in our town and villages. 

Let us laugh and cry together and be grateful for when things go well and tolerant of when there may be 
a few hiccups in our planning!! 

Rosie  

As a new churchwarden at this Ɵme, I am also going to be carrying on and leading the 
mission of St John’s in a different way to Rosie. Part of our serving others is to ensure 
we have a safe and welcoming church and hall in which to share fellowship and to  
worship together. We might groan at so called ‘Health and Safety’ regulaƟons but they 
are a vital part of keeping everyone safe and showing how we care for each other in a 
pracƟcal way. 

Many visitors comment in our Visitors Book on how welcoming and peaceful the church is and also how 
well kept and cared for is the fabric side of our discipleship. This again is a team effort and we are so 
grateful for all your extra offers of help to keep everything in good order. 

James  

We will of course be doing some mixing and matching of our responsibiliƟes, but we wanted to give you 
an overview of what we will be doing as well as working alongside the LLMs and all the other wonderful 
teams and individuals in our parish. 

James Lees and Rosie Waring Green - Churchwardens of St John's Alresford 

Leader 
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11:00am - 12:00pm,  
2nd November 

St Mary's Church, SO24 9DX 

A service of Morning  Praise for 
the whole family. 

9th November 
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Prayer MeeƟng for the parish and our 
community - every Friday at 10-11am in 
church - feel free to drop in.  And if you 
can’t get down to the church then do join 
us in prayer wherever you are. 

St John’s Porch Prayer Tree and 
Prayer Cards 

 Please do spend some Ɵme praying 
the prayer requests on the Prayer tree 
as you go in or out of church or as you 
walk by. It is a privilege to support all 
those who have wriƩen these  

Also there are prayer cards available in 
a display case which you are most wel-
come to take and use for yourself or 
friends and family.  

Some of the Ɵtles are: Being Accepted, 
Looking for God, Worried about Some-
one, Finding Peace, Feeling alone, 
Grieving, Being thankful 

 

Church Events and AcƟviƟes 
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Flower Club 
Last Wednesday in the month @7.30 

Next meeƟngs  

29th October & 26th November 

St Gregory’s Church Hall 

Contact Maureen on  

gskayman@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Saturday November 1st  
4-6pm  

in the John Pearson Hall  
and finishing in the church.  

This is a fun alternaƟve to Halloween  
involving craŌs, fire-pit, friendship, food 

and a torchlight treasure hunt in the 
church.  

Please sign up via the Parish Office staƟng 
any dietary requirements -

 arlevalleychurches@gmail.com  
Free entry with an opƟonal donaƟon. Chil-
dren need to be accompanied by an adult. 

There will be an Alpha and 
a Youth Alpha course  
running in the Autumn. 
There courses are  
designed to help you grow 
in your ChrisƟan faith, to give you an op-
portunity to ask any quesƟons you have 
and to enjoy friendship and good food!! 
For more informaƟon and discussion about 
dates please contact Rosie Waring 
Green rosie@22rwg.co.uk or 07891120662  



11 

Come and join us on the second Tuesday 
of every month (10am—11.30am) 

in the John Pearson Hall 
for tea coffee and delicious homemade cakes! 

 

This is for everyone across the local community 
We’d love to see you 

Feel free to invite family, friends and neigh-
bours as well 

The more the merrier! 

For more informaƟon please contact  

Angela Peel 01962 734 814 

Solos Sunday Tea 
A warm welcome.  

sandwiches 
homemade cakes and  

conversation for those who 
live alone. 

Every Third Sunday 2.30pm—4.30pm 

Next meeting:  

Sunday 16th November 

John Pearson Hall   St John’s Church 

We do hope to see you there. 

Info: Marian 01962 733921 

Margaret 01962 735185 
Roger 01962 734045 

 

Come and 
join us 

Gluten free 
available 

TablŬ TalƆ  
A chance to meet, eat and discuss  

issues of the day in an open ,  friendly   
and non-judgemental atmosphere. 

12pm in the John Pearson Hall 

Bring and Share lunch 

Every third Friday 

Friday 21st November 

All Welcome 

Church Events and AcƟviƟes 

Michael Project Coffee Morning 
Saturday 1st November 

10am to 12 noon 

John Pearson Hall 

Do join us for coffee, 
tea, scones and cakes 

Also sale tables and a Raffle 

Further informaƟon Margaret 

On 01962 735 185 

Our mission is to advocate for orphans and  
children at risk by mobilizing the church to  

biblically care for vulnera-
ble children.  
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Senior CiƟzens’ Lunch Club 

The Lunch Club meet  
in the Methodist Church Hall  

every Thursday from 12.00 to 2.00pm.  
 

New members are warmly welcomed so 
do come and enjoy a main course and  
dessert, followed by tea or coffee for just 
£10.  
Social events are organised from Ɵme to 
Ɵme and transport is available. 
Pre-booking is essenƟal.  
For more details contact:01962 736810. 
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ALRESFORD ART 
SOCIETY 

 

Thursday 27th November 

7.30pm 

Bishop SuƩon’s Village Halll 
Alresford Road SO24 0AH 

Nigel Halliday: Christmas in Art 

 

 

Non-members welcome  –  
admission £3 and a small donaƟon requested for 

refreshments.   

For further informaƟon: 01962 732043 or visit  

www.artsociety.alresford.org  

Community Events 

Alresford & District  
HorƟcultural  
Society Talk 

 
Wednesday 12th November 

From 7.30pm to 9.30pm 
St Gregory’s Parish Hall,  

Grange Road, Alresford, SO24 9HE 
 

A Seasonal DemonstraƟon  
by Val Ramshaw, one of our members 

 

 
 
 

Visitors wel- come, £3. 
Refresh- ments avail-

able. 
Further informaƟon 

at  www.alresfordhorƟcultural.org  
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Community Lunch on Christmas Day at Makins Court 2025 
Those living in or around Alresford who would otherwise be on their own  

are invited to a TradiƟonal Christmas Day lunch at Makins Court  
Please book your place by phoning Patricia Walker on 01962 732629 

LiŌs will be available to and from Makins Court if required 
A contribuƟon of £5 per person is requested  

We also need Volunteers to help  
preparing vegetables on Christmas Eve, help with seƫng 
up the table, taking guests to their seats, serving lunch, 

washing up, puƫng away, leaving  
Makins Court clean and Ɵdy.   

Please telephone or message Patricia on 07704 723 888. 

 

Browse a fantasƟc range of stalls offering giŌs for everyone on 
your list! From home & garden finds to gadgets, toys, pampering 
treats, clothing, jewellery, art, quirky treasures, and accessories, 
you’re sure to find the perfect present for anyone. Plus, there is a 
delicious on-site cafe so you can refuel!  Tickets from £6 (when 
purchased in advance). 13th November 16.00 - 21.00. 14th No-
vember 9.30 - 16.00. 
 
Visit www.hampshiremedicalfund.org/events  for more infor-
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This is not a Remembrance Service but a Concert in memory of Ɵmes past and people we will 
not forget. There will be songs such as Crossing The Bar and Let Us Now Praise Famous Men, 

as well as less solemn pieces such as The Bold Grenadier, La Mer and Moon River.  
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ChaƩerbox  

is our parent/carer & baby/toddler group that 
meets every Thursday    
(10am - 11am) in the John Pearson Hall.   

Do come along and enjoy new friends  
(with refreshments) and fun acƟviƟes  
for your liƩle ones.   
 
Please book a place with Vicki,  
t. 07907 035998.   

CHILL, CHAT & 
CHOMP 

Youth Group  Y7 upwards 

St John’s Church 

Contact Rosie on 07891 120662  
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We run full day acƟvity camps  
during the school holidays for chil-
dren aged 5-12. Children can sign 
up for one day or mulƟple days, 
the woods offer something differ-
ent every day!  

hƩps://hampshirebushcraŌ.com 

Thursdays 
4.00pm to 6.00pm 

St John’s Church Alresford 
For young people aged 10-18 

hello@Ɵmuffindell.co.uk 
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Our Benefice has to pay for this. Of course we have applied for various grants and  
charitable funding but need YOU to help as well. Can you either make a one-off donaƟon 
or give a regular monthly amount. If everyone in the Benefice gave a liƩle we would 
soon raise the money and it wouldn’t cost any individual that much. To find out more 
contact Penny on arlevalleychurches@gmail.com.  Thank you.  
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Christmas shoeboxes! 
Although the “tradiƟonal” Churches Together Shoebox Packing Party is not taking place this year  

Alresford Rotary remains fully commiƩed to making a significant contribuƟon to the 2025 Wessex   

Rotary Scheme bringing happiness at Christmas to disadvantaged & displaced children in Moldova, 

Montenegro, Romania and, via Poland, Ukraine. Please help! 

Full details and instrucƟons are on the scheme leaflet  - see www.wessexrotaryshoebox.org.uk or  

request a copy from me (wjrp@hotmail.co.uk – 01962 738788). The leaflet includes the important list 

of what items cannot be included – most importantly No Food, No Sweets, No Liquids. All items must 

be for educaƟon, health and hygiene purposes and be new or “as new”.  

It is now mandatory for a supplied standard size box to be used, available upon request (contact details 

above). Because of the current unrest in eastern Europe the deadline for this scheme is earlier than it 

used to be and all involved are asked to have their boxes available for collecƟon or delivered by 18th 

October. Please get involved and don’t delay! If you’re unable to make up one or more boxes but 

have a few small items you wish to donate please let us have them and we’ll make sure they’re put to 

good use. The scheme does ask that everyone who makes up a box also donates £2 towards transpor-

taƟon and administraƟon costs. While most do, there is normally a shorƞall so any donaƟons are also 

welcome upon the basis that any surplus will be used by Wessex Rotary for the benefit of disadvan-

taged children worldwide. 

Thank you – remember your giŌ may be the first giŌ the recipient ever receives! 

James Pinniger  

Please note that St Mary’s Old Alresford are packing shoeboxes aŌer their 11 o’clock service on 
Sunday 19th October. They will have a box at the back of the church for items to go in the  

boxes from 12th October 
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Today, as I respond to the Call of Christ in this new ministry, I remain rooted in my first 
calling: to follow Christ, to know him – and to make him known to the world. 

Reflecting on the experiences which have prepared me for this role, I am deeply thank-
ful to the people, the churches and communities of the Diocese of London. It is my deep 
privilege to have shared ministry with you for almost eight years. In discerning this step, it 
has not been easy to accept that I will be leaving you. 

Washing feet has shaped my Christian vocation as a nurse, 
then a priest, then a bishop. In the apparent chaos which 
surrounds us, in the midst of such profound global  
uncertainty, the possibility of healing lies in acts of kindness 
and love. With humility and grace, we uphold and support 
those in need of our help. We do this to the best of our  
ability, in small ways and big, according to our own very 
particular gifts. That too is the service which I offer to the 
Church today. 
 Given the many struggles of our Church and of  
societies here and around the world, I am often asked 
where I see hope. I have the privilege to see hope in  
communities, chaplaincies and churches in the Church of 
England and across the wider Anglican Communion. 
In parishes across this nation, I see faithful clergy and  
congregations worshipping God and loving their neighbours. 
I see thousands of churches running food banks and home-

less shelters. I see hospitals and prison chaplains caring for people and families in times of 
desperation. I see Church of England schools educating a million children across this  
country. 

I hear parishioners ringing bells and inviting people to pray. I hear the quiet hum of 
faith in every community, the gentle invitation to come and be with others, and the welcome 
extended to every person. In all of this, I see hope – because I see the person of Jesus 
Christ, reaching out to us all. 

Last summer, I found myself in three Anglican churches—in three different countries—
in rapid succession. In Brazil, Canada and Barbados. 

In each one I was able to follow the liturgy without hesitation: Morning Prayer, the  
Eucharist, collective prayers for the people; the rhythms of Anglican worship echoed with 
familiar grace. I saw something deeply distinctive, coupled with mutual understanding: a 
shared inheritance of history, of family of worship, Sacrament and Word—made real in  
global diversity. Anglican Churches and networks around the world working together in  
mission, joining their voices in advocacy for those in need. 

In an age that craves certainty and tribalism, Anglicanism offers something quieter but 
stronger: shared history, held in tension, shaped by prayer, and lit from within by the glory of 
Christ. That is what gives me hope. In our fractured and hurting world, 
that partnership in the Gospel could not be more vital. 

Hope is made of the infinite love of God, who breathed life into  
creation and said it was good. Hope shimmered in the courage of  
Abraham and Sarah and the challenging call of the prophets. Hope  
resounded through Mary’s ‘yes’ to God’s call to bear His Son. Hope is 
found in Christ’s triumph over sin and death. 

Hope doesn’t skip over grief, pain and messiness of life but enters 
into it, and tenderly tells us that God is with us. 

Across our nation today, we are wrestling with complex moral and 
political questions. The legal right of terminally ill people to end their 
own lives. Our response to people fleeing war and persecution to seek safety and refuge. 
The pressures on communities who have been overlooked and undervalued. The deep-
rooted question of who we are as a nation, in a world that is so often on the brink. 

Address by The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally 
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Mindful of the horrific violence of yesterday’s attack on a synagogue in Manchester, we 
are witnessing hatred that rises up through fractures across our communities. I know that the 
God who is with us draws near to those who suffer. We then, as a Church, have a responsibil-
ity to be a people who stand with the Jewish community against antisemitism in all its forms. 
Hatred and racism of any kind cannot be allowed to tear us apart. 

In every church you will encounter Jesus Christ, and his teaching to love one another: 
our source and our standard. This is both gift and responsibility. Jesus Christ is the life-
changing hope that brings us together as church, even in our own brokenness and messiness 

– and sends us out into the world to witness to that 
Love. 
I long for that same hope for all those around the 
world caught up in war. For those living in extreme 
poverty. For those on the front lines of the ever-
worsening climate crisis. For our Palestinian  
Christian brothers and sisters, and all the peoples of 
the Middle East. For the people of Ukraine, Russia, 
Sudan, Myanmar and the DRC. May God end the 
horrors of war, comfort those who mourn, and bring 
hope to those living in despair. And I pray especially 

for Anglicans in those places, as they suffer alongside the people they seek to love and care 
for. 

The Christian faith is unwavering in its teaching that we are all made in the image of 
God. Each one of us deserves to be treated with dignity, compassion and respect. Christ com-
mands us to love God, and to love our neighbours as ourselves. 

In living in the service of others, we must also confront the dynamics of power— an issue 
brought into sharp focus by the recent safeguarding 
reviews and reports. As a Church, we have too often 
failed to recognise or take seriously the misuse of 
power in all its forms. 

As Archbishop, my commitment will be to ensure 
that we continue to listen to survivors, care for the vul-
nerable, and foster a culture of safety and well-being 
for all. 

This will not be easy. Our history of safeguarding 
failures have left a legacy of deep harm and mistrust, 
and we must all be willing to have light shone on our 
actions, regardless of our role in the Church. 

Since my ordination, I have witnessed a signifi-
cant professional and cultural shift in  
safeguarding. I know the National Safeguarding Team continues to work tirelessly alongside 
diocesan professionals and countless parish volunteers, to ensure that we are a Church that 
not only prevents abuse, but responds well when it is reported. 

Safeguarding is everyone’s business. But for those of us in senior leadership, it carries 
an added weight of accountability. 

The role of the Archbishop of Canterbury is complex and challenging. But there is also 
something very simple about it. Along with my colleague bishops, I am called to share the 
hope that we have found in Jesus Christ – and what it means for us all as individuals, and as 

a society. 
The role that I will take on next year is one that can only be done to-
gether. I look forward to sharing my ministry with the Archbishop of 
York, with Bishop Rose, the wider College of Bishops, and with Pri-
mates and Bishops across the Anglican Communion. 
I will share it too with the clergy, congregations, schools and people of 
Canterbury diocese. And I am especially grateful to the students of 
Archbishop’s School. Thank you for being here today as we begin this 
new chapter together. 
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Our ministry, our ministry as Christians is always shared. The proverb tells us if we 
want to go fast, go alone, but if we want to go far, go together. 

I’m told that there will be much talk today of this being an historic moment – and a  
joyous one for many. I share with you in that joy – not for myself, but for a Church that  
listens to the calling of God and says: yes, we will follow you. 

Some will be asking what it means for a woman to lead the 
Church of England, and to take on the Archbishop of Canter-
bury’s global role in the Anglican Communion. I intend be a 
shepherd who enables everyone’s ministry and vocation to 
flourish, whatever our tradition. 
Today I give thanks for all the women and men – lay and  
ordained; deacons, priests and bishops – who have paved 
the way for this moment. And to all the women that have 
gone before me. Thank you for your support and your inspira-

tion. 
I was recently asked, if I was called to this role what would my legacy be. I said that I 

would want to nurture and cultivate confidence in the Gospel—both with-
in individuals and across churches, in the Church of England and in the 
wider Anglican Communion. 

I humbly offer myself, and the gifts and experience that God has 
given me, in service to God’s world and God’s Church. 

I will not always get things right. But I am encouraged by the psalm-
ist who tells us that, ‘Though you stumble you shall not fall headlong, for 
the Lord holds you fast by the hand.” 

I trust in the truth of those words for me, for you, for the Church of 
England, for the nation, for the Anglican Communion and for the world. 



24 

Archbishops of Canterbury 

The Archbishop of Canterbury is the senior bishop and principal  
leader of the Church of England and at present the ceremonial head 
of the worldwide Anglican Communion.  This last may well change as 
the plan is being formed to have the ceremonial head posiƟon rotate 
through the various Anglican churches across the world.  The Arch-
bishop is also the bishop of Canterbury and a member of the House 
of Lords. As the Church of England is an established church the  
Archbishop is appointed by the monarch as Head of the Church of England on the advice of the Prime 
Minister (who may or  may not be a member of the Anglican church or even ChrisƟan) through the 
Crown NominaƟon Commission which is an organ of the Church of England. Over the last fiŌy years 
the appointment has alternated between Evangelicals and Anglo-Catholics.  

Though the Archbishop is the Ɵtular head of the church he or now she does not have much actual 
power. The ruling body of the church is the General Synod of which the Archbishop is the chair. They 
are seen though as the spokesperson for the church  by the media and are acƟve in naƟonal ceremo-
nies such as coronaƟons.  They also speak for Anglicans in ecumenical and interfaith dialogues. 

Of course like any bishop the Archbishop has a number of other royals as patron or visitor of various 
organisaƟons such as schools, hospitals, and chariƟes and is president of Churches Together in  

England. One major role that the Archbishops have played since 2002 is 
to be part of the Alexandria Middle East Peace process with Muslims—
including the Grand MuŌi of Egypt, Jews and ChrisƟans. In 2008 the King 
of Saudi Arabia convened a conference in which the delegates spoke of 
the moral values that were common to all of them which they hoped 
might bring about a lasƟng peace. Alas, as we 
see today, with no avail. 

The first Archbishop of Canterbury was St AugusƟne who arrived in Kent in 
597AD. He was sent by Pope Gregory who seemed unaware that there were 
already ChrisƟans in England either leŌ over from the Roman era or converted 
by the CelƟc saints in Ireland, Scotland and Northumbria. Of course the  
medieval Archbishops were part of Western Catholicism  and were appointed 
by the Pope.  

Most of the early Archbishops were canonised—St Lawrence, St 
Mellitus and so on. They were all also officers of the crown holding 
posiƟons such as Chancellor. This caused problems when their loy-
alty to the church and to the crown clashed most famously with St 
Thomas Becket who ended up being killed in Canterbury Cathedral 
probably on the orders of Henry II.  
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      William Temple:  A previous Archbishop of Canterbury  

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill was Britain’s Prime  
Minister. At the same Ɵme, William Temple was Archbishop of Canterbury. 
While Churchill led the country against Germany, Temple encouraged the 
BriƟsh people to trust the Lord for their deliverance and strength. Like 
Churchill, Temple was a great leader, a giŌed orator and a prolific writer. 
He was also a theologian and social acƟvist. 

Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was educated 
at Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900 to1904. He loved 
the music of Bach; the poetry of Browning and Shelley, and Shakespeare. 
He was an avid reader and possessed a near-photographic memory.  

He became president of the Oxford Union and aŌer graduaƟon, was a  
lecturer in philosophy at Queen's College, Oxford. He was a member of the 
debaƟng society and was a skilled and balanced debater. Following his  
ordinaƟon in 1909, and priesƟng in 1910, Temple was headmaster of Rep-
ton School for four years. He married Frances Anson in 1916. They were 
childless. 

From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this Ɵme he was seen as a pioneer of the  
Ecumenical Movement and gradually became a naƟonal figure. In 1926 he urged the BriƟsh government 
to seek a negoƟated agreement to the General Strike.  

Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his appointment as Archbishop of York 
(1929-40) was a popular one. His influence also led to the formaƟon of the BriƟsh Council of Churches 
and the World Council of Churches. During the 2nd World War he jointly founded the Council of Chris-
Ɵans and Jews to combat anƟ-SemiƟsm and other forms of prejudice in Britain. 

As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken advocate of social reform and be-
came involved in the campaign against unemployment, poverty and poor housing. He believed in the 
rights of all people, whether rich or poor, and was a leading force for social jusƟce.  He was grounded in 
the problems of the working man and in his book ChrisƟanity and Social Order (1942) he shared his vi-
sion for all to have access to healthcare, educaƟon and decent housing. His radical thinking and acƟvism 
played a foundaƟonal role in the formaƟon of the BriƟsh Welfare State.  

Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944. He was the first Primate of All 
England to be cremated and his ashes were buried in the cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is 
the last Archbishop of Canterbury to have died while in office. 

 Then came the ReformaƟon. Thomas Cranmer was the first Protestant 
Archbishop under Henry VIII and Edward VI. He wrote the first ediƟon 
of the Book of Common Prayer, was excommunicated by the Pope and 
when Mary became Queen was burnt at the stake as a hereƟc in 1556. 
William Laud was Archbishop when Cromwell came to power and was 
executed. Cromwell did not believe in bishops so the see was vacant 
unƟl the RestoraƟon with Charles II.  

In 1896 Frederick became Archbishop of Canterbury a somewhat controversial choice as he had forty 
years earlier wriƩen an arƟcle welcoming the insights of evoluƟon and was a friend of Darwin (this ra-
ther contradicts the fallacy that evoluƟon caused a giant split between religion and science). 

Frederick Temple was the father of another archbishop—William Temple.  
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Dame Sarah Elisabeth Mullally yet 
again makes history. She was the first  
female Bishop of London and now she is the 
first female Archbishop of Canterbury. The 
glass ceiling in the Church of England if not 
broken certainly has a massive crack.  

 
Dame Sarah was born in Surrey one 

of four children and educated at a  
comprehensive school and then at Woking 
Sixth Form College. At first she wanted to be 
a doctor but then her Christian faith moved 
her to change to nursing as she wanted to 
apply a holistic approach to patient care. She studied for her nursing degree at South Bank 
Polytechnic with clinical placements at St Thomas’s Hospital. Gaining her degree and nursing 
qualification in 1984. Later on, in 1992, she completed a master’s degree in interprofessional 
health and welfare studies.  

 
Dame Sarah worked at various London hospitals soon being promoted to 
ward sister and other senior posts before becoming Chief Nursing Officer 
in 1999. So she is used to  
dealing with large, unwieldy organisations. In 2005 She was made Dame 
Commander of the British Empire for her work for nursing. 
 

At my last church there was a retired senior nurse, Judith, who had worked with Dame 
Sarah and when that lady became Bishop of London Judith talked about her as being a hard 
worker with a real commitment to patient care.  

 
Also one member of that church was made deacon this summer in St Paul’s Cathedral 

by Dame Sarah as the Bishop of London. As that candidate was disabled she needed help 
moving around in the service especially with kneeling and Dame Sarah was extremely kind 
and supportive of her .  

 
Dame Sarah is married to an architect and has 

two children. 
 

From the age of sixteen Dame Sarah was a 
committed Christian and in 1998 she began part-time 
training for the ordained ministry at South East Insti-
tute of Theological Education and at the University of 
Kent and gained a Diploma in Theology. She was or-
dained deacon in 2001 and priest in 2002.  She 
served her curacy as  non-stipendiary minister in Battersea. 1n 2004 Dame Sarah left her work 
in the NHS to become a full-time Church of England priest. She served a second curacy and at 
the same time gained an MA degree in pastoral theology from Heythrop College, University of 
London.  

 
In 2006 Dame Sarah became team rector at St Nicholas Church, Sutton. Alongside this 

she taught ethics in Southward Diocese. In 2012 she became canon treasure in Salisbury  
Cathedral 

 

Dame Sarah Mullally—Archbishop of Canterbury to be 
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In 2012 Dame Sarah became the next Bishop of Crediton – a suffragan bishop in Exeter 
diocese. She, along with Rachel Treweek, were the first women to be consecrated as bishop in 
the Church of England. Then on 18th December 2017 it was announced that Sarah Mullally 
would be the next Bishop of London succeeding Richard Chartres.  As Bishop of London she is 
also a Privy Councillor of the United Kingdom, a member of the House of Lords, Dean of the 
Chapel Royal. It was in the last role that she played her part in the coronation of King Charles 
III. 

 
Now she has been chosen to be the next Archbishop of Canterbury – the first woman to 

hold such a post, also only the second since the Middle Ages not to be a graduate of Oxford or 
Cambridge.  

 
Of course her appointment is controversial. There are still some in the Church of England 

who reject the idea of women being priests or bishops. Other churches in the Anglican commu-
nity especially in Africa and Asia have voiced their dismay. This is not solely because she is a 
woman but also because of some the views she has expressed concerning same sex relation-
ships and abortion. 

 
Dame Sara is herself a feminist and is obviously fully in support of women’s ordination 

and consecration but she has said, “I am very respectful of those who cannot accept my role as 
a priest or a bishop. My belief is the Church diversity throughout London should flourish and 
grow with everybody able to find a spiritual home.” 

 
More controversially she has supported those in same sex relationships being able to be 

blessed though she maintains the Church of England’s traditional teaching as being between 
one man and one woman. On abortion she refused to be labelled as pro-choice or pro-life say-
ing that her position is in the middle of the continuum of opinion and it depends on the circum-
stances. Recently she has spoken out about the euthanasia bill calling it dangerous and against 
Christian ethics. 

 
Leaving aside any issue concerning the fact that she is a woman Dame Sarah faces 

huge challenges as Archbishop of Canterbury. There is the whole issue of abuse, the treatment 
of the survivors and the attitude of largely male hierarchy. Then there are concerns about the 
leadership culture in the church with senior clerics being accused of being coercive. The image 
of the Church of England is of an old, out-dated institution bedevilled with discord and limited by 
unnecessary canonical red-tape. Of course this is not entirely accurate as there are vibrant, 
youthful communities within the church but nevertheless this image is one that has rather too 
much truth. 

 
So we wish Dame Sarah every blessing in her future work as Archbishop of Canterbury 

and naturally we pray that she will with God’s grace find a path through all the different issues 
and conflicts. 
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We are losing our peregrine falcons 

Our peregrine falcons are dying. We have lost 80pc of our UK 
populaঞon in the past 50 years. That make them one of the 
most-at-risk Briঞsh birds. 

Their numbers were at an all ঞme low in 1960s due to human 
persecuঞon and the impact of pesঞcides. They have recovered 
somewhat but there are worrying signs that are in decline again. 
According to recent staঞsঞcs from the Department for Environ-
ment, Food and Rural Affairs, our peregrine falcon populaঞon is 
shrinking at a rate of about seven per cent a year. As an apex 
predator at the top of the food chain they absorb huge amounts 
of pesঞcide.  

A cereal crop may have as much as 1mg of acঞve pesঞcide on 
each grain. Blackbirds may eat about 60 grains thus taking in 
60mg of pesঞcide. The falcon eats two or three blackbirds and so ends up with 180mg of pesঞ-
cide. Some of the chemicals kill the birds, some affect their behaviour e.g. their ability to see and 
fly and some affect their ability to reproduce.  This is true for all birds but affects the top preda-
tors like falcons most as they ingest the most. 

Pesঞcides do not disঞnguish between the good bug or the bad bug but kills them both and any-
thing that eats them.  They are tested but not for the long-term affect nor how they affect the 
whole food chain (which by the way includes us). 

The Peregrine is also directly persecuted by humans as they kill racing pigeons and game birds 
such as pheasants. Their eggs are also taken by collectors and falconers.  It is illegal to kill them or 
take their eggs as they are listed under the Wildlife and Countryside Act. 

Why does this ma�er?  We humans are also part of the food web and the ecology of the planet 
and what effect our wildlife affects us. Research is beginning to show how pesঞcides affect our 
health. There is also research showing that the richer our wildlife the be�er our  mental health 
will be. Walking in the woods or hills, watching the birds flying help us to  keep our mental and 
spiritual balance.    

Also as Chrisঞans we are commanded in Genesis to take care of 
creaঞon and if we destroy some of God’s beauঞful creatures we 
will be held responsible.  

Peregrine Falcons usually nest on cliffs in the north and west but 
recently they have moved south and have used  
Winchester Cathedral for a nest though not apparently this year. 
They are however nesঞng nearby so you might see one when 
you visit the Cathedral.  

Read about that on  h�ps://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/peregrines 
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In this magazine 

Email  
arlevalleyadverts@gmail.com  

 
A

Life without God is like an unsharpened pencil – it has no point. – Billy Graham  
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St Peter’s Ovington 
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Michael Project Prayer LeƩer 
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Prayers 

Let us pray with the Sprit to the Creator in union with Christ 

Loving God we hold before you our broken and fractured world.  We pray for your good creaƟon that we 
have so grievously damaged through ignorance or greed. Help us all to put the needs of the planet before 
our convenience and profit.  We pray for peace in Israel and PalesƟne my a true and just soluƟon to their 
issues be found. We give thanks for the fragile peace in Gaza praying that it will conƟnue and grow and 
that aid will get through. We pray for peace between Ukraine and Russia and for peace for all the other 
places of conflict.  

We pray for all people who are looking to find you whatever their faith or lack of it. We pray especially for 
the Anglican Community at this Ɵme and for Bishop Sarah as she prepares for her new role. We pray for 
own benefice in this vacancy. Give courage, strength and wisdom to the church wardens, the lay minis-
ters, the focal ministers and all who work to maintain the worship and witness of our four churches. And 
we pray for the process of finding a new rector. 

We give thanks for our communiƟes of Alresford—Old and New, Bighton and Ovington. Help us to main-
tain a real sense of community and help us be aware of and assist those in need. Help us all stay safe as 
we  celebrate Bonfire Night.  As we prepare for Christmas we pray for business and chariƟes that they 
may flourish in this season.  

Healing God we raise all who suffer to you that you may touch them at their point of need. Comfort those 
who are sad, support those who are struggling, and walk with those who feel alone. We give thanks for all 
who do so much to make this world a beƩer place. Give them the strength that they need. We remember 
those who are ill that may have your grace and those who mourn may know that death is not the end but 
a beginning for their loved ones.  

We give thanks for those who have gone before us and shown us the way and we pray for all who have 
died that they may rest in peace and rise in glory. 

We join our prayers with St John the BapƟst, St Mary, St Peter and all the saints 

Merciful God Accept these prayers for the sake of Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen 
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Praying With the Prayers of the Bible: when your prayer is not answered 
  

2 Cor. 12:8; ‘Three Ɵmes I asked the Lord about this …but…’   
 

Paul is talking about one of the most mysterious and one of the most 
baffling aspects of prayer – when God does not say yes.   
 

On the face of it, Paul’s prayer was very modest.  For some Ɵme he had 
been troubled by ‘a thorn in the flesh.’  He doesn’t tell us what the ‘thorn’ 
was and down the centuries theologians and commentators have made 
suggesƟons. Most of them have thought that the afflicƟon was physical  
because Paul says it was ‘in the flesh.’ Some have suggested that he 
suffered from epilepƟc fits which caused him to fall down, while others have suggested that he was laid 
low by constant fevers or that he had very poor eyesight, the last based on his remarks in GalaƟans 
6:11.  We do not know what this ‘thorn’ was. But in spite of this great servant of the Lord praying  
earnestly three Ɵmes that the thorn would be removed, God did not answer as Paul expected.  A  
number of things in this passage (verses 7-10) are very helpful to all of us in the maƩer of prayer. 
 

First, although God’s answer was not what Paul asked for, God did answer him.  God is never indifferent 
to the prayers we uƩer from the depth of our heart.  Unlike the idol Baal in the Old Testament story 
about Elijah, (1 Kings 18) the God and Father of our Lord Jesus is not on a journey, nor is he busy  
elsewhere, nor is he sleeping. He hears our prayers and our cries when we come to Him in our need and 
pain and distress.  
 

Second, although Paul did not get the answer he wanted, God made him a wonderful promise.  He said, 
‘My grace is sufficient for you’ (v.9).  This was not what Paul asked for, yet what a promise it was!  God 
said in effect. ‘I will not take the thorn away – but my daily grace is all-sufficient.’  In spite of the thorn, 
Paul will triumph.  When God gives us all-sufficient grace, it will take care of everything in our lives.   
 

Thirdly, Paul learnt that God’s wonderful grace meant that in his weakness  ‘the power of Christ’ (v.9) 
would be with him, the power that would make him effecƟve and fruiƞul in his ministry.  
 

Fourthly, this experience taught Paul that he could be ‘content with weaknesses and insults’ (v.10) be-
cause it was for Christ’s sake, and when he is weak in himself, he is strong in Christ (v.10). 
 

So what about unanswered prayer?  Unless our prayer was selfish and not for our good in the first place, 
God does answer our cry.  When the answer is not what we expected, then it means that our loving Fa-
ther has something for us even beƩer and more important than what we asked for. 
 

And yet someƟmes we sƟll beg God for help as the Psalm ist puts it ‘How long o Lord, how long>‘ The 
lack of apparent answer can make us doubt God’s existence or think he doesn’t care.  

There is a story from one of the Nazi death camps: a group of Jewish rabbis debated whether God exists 
or cares for his people. Their answer was logically ‘No’ and yet when one said look the evening star they 
all turned and began the evening prayer.  In another camp was wriƩen the words ‘ I believe in the Sun 
though it is not shining. I believe in love, even when I don't feel it. I believe in God, even when God is 
silent"  
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Andrew, Apostolic, Band, Baptist, 
Come, Disciple, Fife, First, followed, 
God, Jesus, John, Lamb , Message, 
Patron, Peter, Saint, Scotland, See, 

Find the word below in the grid  

With the wordwheel find as many words of four 
leƩers or more. Each leƩer may only be used 
once and the centre leƩer must be included. On 
this occasion plurals are allowed. 

40—brilliant, 30—good, 20– fair 
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David Carr 
 
 

Hilary, Ed, Emily and their families were so very grateful for 
the large congregation who filled the church for David’s 
thanksgiving service in September and for all the help they 
received in preparing the church and the hall for the  
reception afterwards. 
 
David was born in Liverpool and his family moved across 
the Mersey when he was 2 years old to New Brighton and 
thus started his passion for the sea. He grew up in the 
1950s with  freedom to cycle all day, swimming and playing 
in the dunes of the Wirral. He left school at 17 to join the 
RAF, his other passion being aviation but unfortunately his 
eyesight precluded him from being a pilot and he became 
an engineer whilst continuing his education. 
 

David had the opportunity to travel extensively, to the US, Canada, bases in Cyprus and 
Malta and in 1970 he was stationed in Singapore where he enjoyed Far Eastern life and 
travel to the full especially the sailing.  
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Just a week before returning home in 1972 he travelled to his favourite beach on the  
island of Penang in Malaysia and there in the most romantic setting he met Hilary who 
was on holiday from Singapore where she was living. They met up for just 4 days be-
fore David returned to the UK, writing letters for some months, blue airmail ones, no 
internet in those days, before Hilary returned home. Just one day later, after meeting 
in London they decided to get married, a marriage that lasted 52 years. They were 
lucky enough to return to Penang several times and celebrated their 25th wedding  
anniversary in a grand hotel on the same beach. 
For David’s last posting at Brize Norton, Oxfordshire they moved to Finstock  a small 
village whose claim to fame is that TS Eliot was baptised in the church and the novel-
ist Barbara Pym was a neighbour. Ed and Emily were born there. They loved village 
life straight out of the Archers, their house was called Grey Gables, familiar to any  
addicts… 
After leaving the RAF David became a full time student at Bath obtaining an MBA  
and became a management consultant. After 15 happy years in the Cotswolds the 
family moved to Alresford in 1988, a metropolis compared to Finstock and they be-
came very involved in the life of St John’s. David travelled extensively with 2 computer 
companies Digital and Oracle, later working for Business Link and then ran his own 
consultancy. 
He was so thrilled when Ed met his French wife Astrid and him and Hilary enjoyed 
many years of exploring France. When Emily married Dom and with the arrival of  
Willem, Elio and Hope his happiness was complete throwing himself into grandfather 
duties making planes and lots of play. Until this summer he was still playing football in 
the garden. 
David was a youth leader, World Team leader, organiser of the Historic Churches bike 
ride for many years and PCC secretary for 10 years. He and Hilary enjoyed study 
tours with Graham especially the trip to Jordan in the footsteps of T E Lawrence and 
later to Northumbria in the footsteps of Bede. With Phil they went on an amazing trip 
to India staying in a leprosy hospital.   His U3A History group continued another  
passion especially military history and he set up a U3A Aviation group. He was a  
member of Probus and he was secretary twice. David was a  volunteer coastguard  
for nearly 12 years climbing the 100’ ladder to the top of Calshot Tower. He faced his 
illness with such positivity helped by his strong faith and he continued as long as pos-
sible with all his activities. We all miss him so much. 
Hilary, Ed, Emily and their families. 
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We’re thrilled to announce that Vita Multi Academy Trust has secured £5.5  
million in capital funding through the government’s Condition Improvement Fund 
(CIF) 

This latest investment will support essential fire safety upgrades and electrical 
works across our schools, including Perins School and Sun Hill Junior School, 
ensuring our learning environments are safer, smarter, and future-ready. 

This brings our total CIF funding to over £12 million, powering a transformation 
that includes: 

· A brand-new Maths block and Canteen 
- Refurbished Science & Technology blocks 
- Roof replacements across sites 
- Two new resource provisions 
- Solar energy initiatives 
- Enhanced security fencing 
- Outdoor covered spaces for flexible learning 

“We are delighted to have secured this latest round of funding, which enables us 
to continue delivering high-quality, safe, and inspiring environments for our  
students and staff,” said Steve Jones, CEO of Vita Multi Academy Trust. 

Good News for Perins 
School and Sun Hill Junior 
School 
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16th	November St	Margaret	of	Scotland 
Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of Scotland’, She was born in 
Hungary in about 1045 to the expatriate English prince Edward the Exile. The 
family returned to Wessex in 1057, when she was 13, and following the death 
of King Harold II  in 1066, her brother Edgar Aetheling should have been 
King of England,.  Instead, the family ϐled north, to Scotland, where she mar-
ried Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish queen she went on to be-
come mother of three kings of Scotland, and of a queen consort of England.   

Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of Lanfranc, a future 
archbishop of Canterbury. Her biographer tells of how she read narratives 
from the Bible to her husband, thus helping to ‘civilise’ him. He was illiterate, but so admired her 
reading, that he had her books decorated with gold and silver. She was also helped  her youngest 
son, the future King David I, become a just and holy ruler. 

Margaret introduced the worship and practise of the Church of Rome into Scotland. She also helped 
the many pilgrims travelling in Scotland to where St Andrew was believed to be buried and so she 
established a ferry across the Firth of Forth,  

Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she interceded for the release of  
English exiles who had been forced into serfdom following the Norman conquest.  She also began the 
restoration of Iona Abbey.  In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a cave on 
the banks of the Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion and prayers. Margaret died in 
1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised her.  

Nov 30        Andrew  (d. c.60) – patron saint of Scotland 
The apostle Andrew is patron saint of Scotland.  According to the gospel of 
MaƩhew,   Andrew and his brother Simon Peter were the very first two disciples 
whom Jesus called.   'Come, follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.'  (MaƩ 4:18,19) Without more ado, they obeyed.  'At once they leŌ their 
nets and followed him.'  The story is touching for the simple but total faith that 
they had in Jesus.  

Whenever the gospels menƟon the disciples, Andrew’s name is always in the 
first four.  Rather than a boisterous leader of men (like Peter), he seems to have 
been an approachable person who wanted to help people.  It was Andrew who 
helped introduce a group of Greeks to Jesus (John 12:20-2) and Andrew who offered Jesus the five small 
barley loaves and two small fishes when Jesus challenged them to feed the five thousand. (John 6:8)   His 
faith in Jesus over small things was richly rewarded, and this faithful, kindly Galilean fisherman turned 
disciple went on to become one of the 12 apostles of the ChrisƟan Church. 

Andrew never seƩled back in Capernaum by Galilee.  Instead, his ‘fishing for men’ seems to have taken 
him far.  One ancient tradiƟon links him with Greece, where both Scythia and Epirus claimed him as their 
apostle.  Another place in Greece, Patras in Achaia, claimed to be the place where Andrew was eventual-
ly martyred.  Like Jesus, he was crucified, but the story goes that during the two days it took him to die, 
he preached earnestly to the people about Jesus.  Andrew was not afraid of death on a cross – he had 
seen it before, and knew one thing for certain: because of Jesus, there was nothing but eternal life 
ahead of him. 

In the West, Andrew’s feast-day was universal from the 6th century, and hundreds of churches were 
named aŌer him . But how did he end up as patron saint of Scotland? Well, according to one ancient leg-
end, his relics were taken from Patras to Scotland in the 8th century, and ended up in Fife, where a 
church dedicated to him was built and became a centre for evangelisaƟon and later pilgrimage.  As An-
drew was the only apostle to make it as far as Scotland, he was chosen as patron saint.   
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The poppies of Remembrance 
In late 1914, WW1 erupted across Northern France and Flanders. Great swathes of previously green fields 
and forests were blasted and bombed, leaving them bleak and barren, with seemingly every living thing 
destroyed. 

But then in the Spring of 1915, something beauƟful began to come out of all the destrucƟon. Tens of 
thousands of bright red Flanders poppies began to put out tentaƟve shoots across the endless vistas of 
mud. These resilient liƩle flowers had actually flourished in the middle of so much chaos and destrucƟon, 
because their seeds grow when exposed to sunlight, through disturbances to soil.  

We all know that these endless fields of cheerful poppies, growing in the midst of such misery and de-
strucƟon, were what inspired the Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, to write the now 
famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'. 

And it was McCrae’s poem which inspired an American academic named Moina Michael to adopt the 
poppy in memory of those who had fallen in the war. She got it adopted as an official symbol of  
Remembrance across the United States, and worked with others who were trying to do the same in  
Canada, Australia, and the UK. 

A French woman, Anna Guérin who was in the UK in 1921, caught the same vision, and planned to sell the 
poppies in London. There she met Earl Haig, the founder of the Royal BriƟsh Legion, who was persuaded 
to adopt the poppy as its emblem in the UK.  

The Royal BriƟsh Legion, which had been formed in 1921, ordered nine million poppies and sold them on 
11 November that year. Ever since then, the red poppy has been a symbol of Remembrance, of support 
for the Armed Forces community, and also of hope for a peaceful future.  
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5th November - Guy Fawkes, an early terrorist or freedom fighter? 
 

Guy Fawkes is not considered a saint by anybody, but he is remembered on this 
day each year. In 1570 he was born into a Protestant family, but on his father’s 
death, his mother remarried and chose a Catholic husband. Guy Fawkes then  
converted to Catholicism, and became such an enthusiast for the Pope that he 
went on to join the Spanish Army, fighƟng for a Ɵme against the Protestants in 
Spain. He had travelled to Spain to seek support for a Catholic rebellion in England 
but without success. Back in England, he decided to do all that he could to bring 
down the then Protestant government and restore a Catholic to the throne.  

And so, in 1605 he joined a plot  led by Robert Catesby to blow up the Houses of 
Parliament at the State Opening, with the intent of killing both James I of England 
and his parliament. They leasesd a cellar underneath the House of Lords and 
stockpiled gunpowder there. Guy Fawkes’ role was to light the fuse on the barrels of gunpowder  as he 
was the most experienced with explosives having used them in the Spanish Army. 

Fawkes was described by the Jesuit priest and former school friend Oswald Tesimond as "pleasant of 
approach and cheerful of manner, opposed to quarrels and strife ... loyal to his friends". Tesimond also 
claimed Fawkes was "a man highly skilled in maƩers of war", and that it was this mixture of piety and 
professionalism that endeared him to his fellow conspirators  

An anonymous leƩer warned the authoriƟes so they searched the cellar and found Guy Fawkes and the 
gunpowder.  Fawkes was arrested and quesƟoned. He admiƩed his intenƟon to blow up Parliament and 
to replace  King James with a Catholic monarch. His steadfast manner impressed the King but neverthe-
less he was sent to the Tower of London to be quesƟoned under torture to reveal the names of his fel-
low conspirators. He bravely remained silent for two days to allow the others to escape but on the third 
day revealed all.  

Along with the other conspirators he was found guilty of treason and condemned to be hung, drawn and 
quartered.  

Was he terrorist? If he had lived in our democraƟc society the answer would be yes but in those days 
there was no way that they could alter a government by argument or voƟng. Guy Fawkes believed he 
was doing God’s work to restore the Catholic faith.  

An Act of Parliament decreed that November 5th should be kept as a day of rejoicing with bonfires. It 
was only repealed in 1859. Fawkes was only one of the thirteen conspirators but he is the one we re-
member. 

 Remember, remember! 
    The fiŌh of November, 

    The Gunpowder treason and plot; 
    I know no reason 

    Why the Gunpowder treason 
    Should ever be forgot! 

    Guy Fawkes and his companions 
    Did the scheme contrive, 

    To blow the King and Parliament 
    All up alive. 

    Threescore barrels, laid below, 
    To prove old England's overthrow.  
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Holiday Fun with Rory – Part Four 
 

In the last magazine editions, the nightmares that beset our first Dartmoor holiday have been 
laid bare before you. To sum up thus far, we have already delighted in and laughed fit to burst 
at: 

The outsized waterproof jacket that was actually a pair of trousers and the  
consequent utter soaking received; 
Traffic chaos turning a 50 minute crawl through Devonshire lanes into a 5 hour 
epic; 
Cheapskatery-inspired procurement of non-functioning second-hand GPS de-

vice and subsequent efforts to procure a new GPS with one-time-passcode delivery to the hotel 
where the lovely staff were helpful but without English as their first language);   
Efforts to convince new GPS device that we were on Dartmoor and not in central New York City; 
And my favourite part of all – deep into the North Dartmoor wilderness; Rory’s snapped harness 
and his abscondment into the wilds, taking with him my mobile phone and car key, and the val-
iant assistance of numerous members of His Majesty’s Armed Forces to locate the fugitive dog 
and his precious cargo. 
We left off our last instalment with the return to the Okehampton Battle Camp guard room of our 
miscreant hero, transported after an absence of several hours in the front seat of a gold 4x4 by a 
lady who had found him roaming the moors, happily innocent of any livestock tormenting, smugly 
pleased with his days’ adventures but, less-happily, unaccompanied by the pack of phone and 
keys with which he had vanished. 
After considerably more time had passed, the army officers were becoming understandably less 
enchanted with our company.  Finally, an officer eventually telephoned our hotel once again to 
say “Look, it’s been a while now - what’s the ETA on this taxi for your guest?” (the army having 
previously contacted the hotel to explain our predicament and secure their help in arranging a 
taxi from the camp off the moor). The hotel chaps replied that they “weren’t able to get any taxi 
firm to accept the job. It’s too far away. We’ve been trying to ring Miss Page to let her know, but 
we haven’t been able to get a reply. She’s not answering her phone…”  No. No, she isn’t. There’s 
a reason for that. Only Army Officer Luke’s impeccably good breeding kept him from responding 
to this latest setback in the time-honoured fashion. 
I was exhausted after at least four to five hours of this, heaped upon the initial distress (plus the 
guilt at having had to pretend to consume but conceal a chocolate bar to which I was allergic; the 
kind gift of Luke).  Fortunately, Luke continued to let me have free use of his phone. We looked 
up all the local taxi firms and I tried each one.  None of them answered – until the sixth one, 
Acorn Taxis (not related to the antiques business). After hearing about my situation, she said she 
could be with me in half an hour and would take me all the way to my hotel near Plymouth for 
£55.  I was profusely thanking her until I heard “oh, wait, hang on. Did you say you had a dog 
with you? I’m not sure I – “ 
I almost broke down. To be so near help and then to hear that it might be denied was nearly 
more than I could bear. I began “oh, no, PLEASE, no-“. Hearing my obvious distress, the lady 
asked me to describe Rory and after the first few sentences she said that it would be fine.  It 
turned out that a very large, hairy and slobbery dog had once unexpectedly accompanied a 
booked ride and all but destroyed her car interior; she was fond of Staffies and French Bulldogs 
and as long as he was seated on a towel, Rory was welcome.  I couldn’t have been more thank-
ful. 
It turned out that the taxi lady was an angel in more ways than one.  After I had left the guard 
house expressing my deepest gratitude to Luke and his wonderful colleagues, and was explain-
ing the full history of the afternoon whilst towels for Rory were laid on the back seat of the taxi, 
she said that her husband worked on a vehicle recovery truck and had a mate who did emergen-
cy car key replacement.  She offered to telephone her husband and get the number for me.  The 
key man, James (from keytomycar.co.uk, God bless them and their sweet, sweet spanners) was 
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out on another job at the time, but she kindly left a  
message for him to call me at the hotel, or via her if we 
were still en route.  We formulated a plan that she would 
get me and Rory back to our hotel that evening,  
hopefully Key Man could make a replacement key, which 
he would deliver to taxi lady. Once done, Rory and I 
would get ourselves to Okehampton (ideally the train  
station), where taxi lady would meet us and hand over 
the key and then take us up onto the moor where our car 
would still be waiting. 
So, I had renewed and thankful hope.  I had resigned 
myself to the fact that the phone and  original keys would 
not be recovered.  I was having minor palpitations about 
all the work contacts and data stored on my phone but, most especially, all the photo-
graphs.  Holidays, memories, almost all of the offline photographs I had of late previous dog 
Gisele-Stephanie were stored on that phone, as well as some of my dad – the thought of losing 
those was a real sadness. At least Rory was safe.   NEXT TIME: We haven’t got to the  
chicken bit yet. Awful. 
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A Dog’s Guide to Humans 

By Alfie Roberts-Ryton 
The first thing a dog needs to understand is that humans 
like to make things complicated. For example they say 
breakfast, lunch, tea, supper, dinner instead of the  
obvious word—food. 

Remind them that God created them to look aŌer us so 
when they start doing something other than playing with 
you or peƫng you bark repeatedly, jump up and down 
and make sure they cannot concentrate on anything else.  

They are not very good Ɵme-keepers either. If your food is 
supposed to be arrive at 5 o’clock it should arrive by five 
o’clock and not one minute past. Bark loudly to remind 
them. And if that doesn’t work use the beseeching eye 
rouƟne—being suggesƟble creatures most can’t resist 
that one. They should also understand all food is ours. 

Walks should also happen on schedule apart from  
anything else humans need exercise 

Humans are also not very good at looking aŌer them-
selves they will spend hours looking at a flickering screen 
instead of doing something sensible like going for a walk. 
It is up to a dog to make sure that they have the exercise 

they need. Again bark, run to the door, do the beseech bit unƟl they get the hint.  

On a walk keep them on the lead so they don’t wander off or get distracted by chaƫng to other  
humans. Keep them on their toes by stopping and sniffing regularly—alas the poor things cannot  
appreciate the beauty of smells such as fox poo, roƫng birds and other delights. Remember to leave 
your pee-mail regularly so other human’s dogs can know what you have been up to. Every so oŌen 
remember to pull energeƟcally so your human has to run—this is called interval training and is good 
for them.  Do not allow your human to choose the route or shorten the walk but when you do allow 
them to go home remember to give them a good lick as a reward.  

Humans like to shout certain words. Come for example means they want you near them because 
they feel lonely and abandoned if you are too far away. It is up to you whether you respond at once 
or not. Sit is another favourite word which I think means they want to stop and have a rest. One word 
they use a lot is ‘No’ . They use it oŌen so I think that they mean to encourage a dog in what he or 
she is doing so carry on whatever it is you are doing and wag your tail to show you appreciate their 
encouragement.  

Humans do get easily upset so when they make funny noises and get wet eyes get close to them, lick 
them and let them stroke you as this will make them feel beƩer.  
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Puzzle Answers 

eros, errs, firers, fires, fireworks, firs, foes, forkers, forks, 
friers, fries, frisk, frisker, frowsier, irks, oiks, osier, owes, 
resow, reworks, rise, riser, risk, risker, roes, rose, rosier, 
rowers, rows, serf, serif, serow, sire, skew, skier, soke, 
sore, sorer, sower, swore, weirs, wires, wise, wiser, woes, 
workers, works, worries, worse 
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andy@wilcan.co.uk  
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Alresford Methodist Church  

 

 

November 1st - Bacon Butties 
Come and join us for Bacon Butties (also hot croissants and fresh coffee) and  
good conversation.  No payment is asked for, but donations are accepted for  
the work of the church. 
Breakfast is served from 9.30-11.00am. 
  
November 3rd – Memory Lane Café 
The Monday Memory Café was initially set up with the specific purpose of supporting 

those suffering memory loss and their carers. However, we also welcome anyone who finds life 
a little lonely and would therefore welcome an additional social opportunity in their diary. If you 
would like to join us, you will find a warm welcome awaiting you. We offer an afternoon of fun, 
activities, fellowship, homemade cake and lots of tea – all for a cost of £2! 

If you would like more information, or would like to attend, please contact us on: 
07711066116. 

  
November 8th - Table Top Sale 
Saturday, 8th November From 10.00am to 2.00pm 
Alresford Methodist Church, Jacklyns Lane, Alresford. SO24 9JJ 
Tables £10 each. Half tables available 
Coffee and biscuits 
To book a table please ring 01962 734481 
 
November 14th  - Women’s Fellowship 
The ‘Women’s Fellowship’ group will meet in the Methodist church hall at 2.30pm. 
This meeting will be followed with tea and cake. A warm welcome is extended to every-

one. 
 
  
November 15th  – Church Prayers 
The church is open on the third Saturday of each month from10–11am. All are welcome 

to join us in a time of reflective prayer, as we share concerns both local and worldwide. At the 
close of prayer time, we invite everyone to stay and chat over a coffee and biscuits in the coffee 
lounge. 
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Volunteers needed Volunteers needed 
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Volunteers needed 
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The Poppy Appeal – could you help by giving some Ɵme this autumn? 
 

The 2025 Poppy Appeal will be launched this month.   

 

The Poppy is a powerful symbol worn by people right across 
the UK to commemorate the sacrifices of our Armed Forces 
and to show support to those sƟll serving today. 

 

The Royal BriƟsh Legion was first set up to help those re-
turning from the First World War.  Almost a century on, 
they're sƟll helping today's Service people, veterans, and their families coping with bereavement, living 
with disability or finding employment.  

 

However, the Poppy Appeal would not be able to conƟnue without the dedicaƟon of the teams of  
volunteers who stand in the streets, shops and supermarkets. Each town and village has their own Poppy 

Appeal Organiser - also a volunteer - who runs these teams, arranges for 
cover, drops off and collects the boxes.  

 

The Poppy Appeal is always grateful for the work of these dedicated peo-
ple, but the volunteers say they are proud to be selling Poppies to show 
support for those who sacrificed their lives for us.  

 

If you want to volunteer, or if you would like a visit from a local volunteer 
who can speak to your community/church group, please go to:   
hƩps://www.briƟshlegion.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer. 

Why we wear a poppy - remembering at the library 

Alresford library will be remembering in November with a special window display by the CraŌ and Con-
versaƟon group, in conjuncƟon with the library staff. 

Why do we wear poppies and who are we remembering? If you do 
not already know, come and find out. 

Come in and join the library, if you are not already a member, there 
is no charge and the service is friendly and helpful. Borrow a book or 
two, or more, or just browse for something of interest. If you cannot 
find what you are looking for, ask the knowledgeable library staff.  

On a Friday between 2 and 4 pm, meet the group members, learn to 
knit or crochet or just chat. No age limit, everybody welcome. We 
should love to hear your experiences, whether you are a military or 
a civilian survivor.  

Remember with us. 
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Registry 

Funerals/Interments 
 

21st August 
Stephen Pinch 
Funeral 
St. John’s 

 
3rd September 
Valerie Newell 
Interment 
St. John’s 

 
4th September 
Joan Holland 
Interment 
St. John’s 

 
9th September 
John Palmer 
Interment 
St. John’s 

 
19th September 
David Carr 
Thanksgiving Service 
St. John’s 

 
20th September 
Gregory Thistlethwaite 
Memorial Service 
St. Mary’s 

 
23rd September 
Alan Binfield 
Thanksgiving Service 
St. John’s 

 
27th September 
Antonia Booth 
Interment 
St. Mary's 

 
30th September 
Peter Radford 
Graveside Service 
St. John’s 

 
2nd October 
Robin Gorham 
Funeral 
St. John's 

 
 

Baptisms 
30th August 
Lane baptisms 
St. John’s 

 
31st August 
Frank Earnest Peris   

   Gilbertson 
St. Peter's 

 
 

Weddings 
 

20th Sept 
Miles Holt &  

    Alice Donatantonio 
St. John’s 

 
20th Sept 
Nicholas Finney &  
Sophie Mayne 
All Saints 
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Useful Local InformaƟon and Emergency Numbers 
Emergency Services—Police, Fire, Ambulance 999 or 112 

Police non emergency 101   

Electrical Emergency 08457 708090 

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999 

Water Emergency 0800 820 99 

Floodline  0845 988 1188 

Samaritans 116 123 

Childline 0800 111 

Health 

Royal Hampshire County  
Hospital, Winchester 
01962 863535 

Alresford Group Surgery, 
Station Rd, Alresford 
01962 732345 
www.alresfordsurgery.co.uk 
 
Other Useful Information 
 
Cedar Veterinary Surgery  01962  732 535 (24hrs) 
 
Alresford Library, 20 Broad Street, Alresford 0300 555 1387 
 
New Alresford Town Trust minibus 07510 474231  
 
Bus Information  0871 200 2233  
 
MP for Alresford:  Danny Chambers 

Councils 

Hampshire County Council           
01962 841841 

Www.hants.gov.uk 

Winchester City Council   
01962  840222 

Www.winchester.gov.uk 

East Hampshire District Council       
01730 266551 

Www.easthant.gov.uk 

New Alresford Town Council   
 01962 732 079 

Www.newalresford-tc.gov.uk 

Defibrillators available for public use 
 
Alresford Recreation Centre 
Alresford Bowling Club 
Sun Hill Infant school gate 
Stratton Bates Recreation Ground 
Alresford Community Centre 
Alresford Dental Care - The Dean 
Old Alresford Village telephone box 
Linnets Road telephone box  
Alresford Methodist Church  

Wessex Pharmacies 
Broad Street, Alresford 
01962 732445 
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Rector 
Revd. Heather Brearey 
T. 732105 
arlevalleyrector@gmail.com 
 
 

Licensed Lay Ministers 
Ian Waring Green 
T. 733237 
iwg@robinhoodmusic.com 
 
Peter Colquhoun 
T. 733035 
pscolquhoun@googlemail.com 
 
Sue Armstrong 
T. 734542 
susanarmstrong@btopenworld.com 
 
Angela Peel 
T 734814 
angelapeel420@gmail.com  
 
CharloƩe Ryton 
T723194 
cstryton@gmail.com 
 
Susan Roberts 
T723194 
susan_penny@bƟnternet.com 
 
Alresford: St. John’s 
Churchwardens 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 
rosie@22rwg.co.uk 
 

James Lees 
James@lees92.plus.com 
01962 732574  
 

PCC Secretary 
Jo Whiteman 
joanna_whiteman@yahoo.co.uk 
Ovington: St. Peter’s 
Churchwarden 
Roger Harrison 
T 732761 
 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
PCC Secretary 
Vacant - Contact Benefice Office 
T. 735455 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
 
Old Alresford: St. Mary’s 
Churchwarden 
Roger Parsons T. 734561 
rwjparsons@gmail.com 
 
Bighton: All Saints 
Churchwardens 
Bob Ellis T. 773427 
robert.sally120@gmail.com 
 

Chris James 
T. 07974 927901 
crjathome@hotmail.com 
 
Baptisms 
Benefice Office T. 733545 
arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 
 
Funeral Enquiries 
Kathryn Lockyer T. 809078 
kathryn.lockyer@talktalk.net 
 
Weddings 
Paul and Sue Dix T. 734863 
dix.house@btinternet.com 
 

 
Bell Ringing 
Elizabeth Johnson 
T. 733266 
Belfry Practice Fridays 7.30 - 
9.00pm 
 

Benefice Magazine Editor Team led 
by Charlotte Ryton 
cstryton@gmail.com 
 

Advertising 
arlevalleyadverts@gmail.com 
 

Subscriptions/Deliveries  
Caroline Hawkins  
chawkins826@sky.com 
 
Bible Reading Notes 
Pearl Page 
T. 734665 
pearljpage@aol.com 
 

Bookings: St. John’s Church & John 
Pearson Hall  
Benefice Office T. 733545 
 

Churchyard Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Ben  Howlett 
alresfordchurchyard@gmail.com  

Events Diary @ Facebook  
Miranda Pinch T. 732064 
events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
 
Flower Co-Ordinator 
Maureen Skayman 
gskayman@gmail.com  
Fundraising Co-ordinator  
Miranda Pinch T. 732064 
events@stjohnsalresford.org.uk 
 
Giving & Gift Aid Secretary 
David Griffiths 

BENEFICE CONTACTS  
  Please leave a phone message or email the office.  

Office hours 10am to 12 noon Monday to Friday. 

 email: arlevalleychurches@gmail.com             Facebook/
StJohns Alresford  & ourplaceyouth  Phone numbers unless otherwise stated are 01962 
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John Pearson Hall 

Seniors Health & Fitness 
 

    
 

4th Alresford Brownies 
 

 (Toddlers) 

 

Alresford Wine Circle 
 

 
3rd , 12 - 2pm 

 
 

The John Pearson Hall (JPH)  

A newly  refurbished venue that seats 80 in comfort with a modern kitchen. 

A flexible space for meeƟngs, instrucƟon classes, christening recepƟons and  
birthday parƟes. 

Both St. John’s and the JPH are  
open to everyone and you are  
assured a warm welcome. 

For more informaƟon regarding regular and  
ad-hoc hiring of the church and hall, please call the Benefice office on 
01962 733545 or email: arlevalleychurches@gmail.com 

 

T. 734408 
 
Continued on next page 
Hospital Visiting 
Patricia Todd 
T. 738408 
 
Pastoral Visiting 
St. John’s Pastoral Team Leader 
Jackie Connell T. 732056 
Sue Clarke  T 733597  
 
Prayer Ministry Team 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 
rosie@22rwg.co.uk 
 
Safeguarding Officer (Benefice) Sarah Wilding  
Assistant Safe Guarding  Alison Mayne 
T. 07900 884125 
arlevalleysafeguarding@gmail.com    
 
Treasurer 
Jon Whale 
T. 734941 
stjtreasurer@arlevalleychurches.org.uk 
 
Youth Work 
Rosie Waring Green 
T. 733237 e: rosie@22rwg.co.uk  

BENEFICE CONTACTS  continued 

 

   St. John’s Church - a large open space seating 300. 

   People have hired St. John’s for a  
number of uses including: 

· Choir Rehearsals,  

· Concerts 

· Community events 
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Tel: 01962 735256 

Mobile: 07711 291909 

martin@mvennconstruction.com 
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